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Three Interesting Geological Aspects of St Joseph Island
By Toni Stasie
After the great interest shown in his first informative article on
the geological history of St. Joseph Island, we welcome Toni
Stasie back with more fascinating insight into where and how
our island fits into the geological scheme of things.
Because of space limitations, we present Part One in this issue,
to be followed by Part Two next week. Both installments are
unedited from Toni’s original work, except for minor spelling
consistency and page layout adjustments.

crust was thinner and the ancient forbearers of our current
continents roamed about the fluid underpinnings of our
Earth in a process called plate tectonics or continental drift.
During this time, at the heart of the North American plate,
enormous tectonic forces began to stretch and tear the crust
that we now call the Canadian Shield along basically the
semi-circular axis depicted in Figure 1.

Recognizing and respecting the differing viewpoints in the
ongoing debate about ‘Creationist vs Evolutionist’ Science, we
present this article in the hope that our readers will be interested
in the content itself, and judge the accuracy of the time periods
involved on the basis of their own beliefs and values.
We leave the ultimate resolution of the ‘Creationism vs Evolutionism’ argument to a higher authority than ourselves.

GEOLOGICALLY SPEAKING ST. JOSEPH ISLAND is truly a
fascinating place. In an earlier article (Issue 735 Feb 18 2010)
we learned about its wandering ways about our globe, its long
sojourn near or south of the equator, and its eons either
under or on the edge of ancient tropical seas. I submit the
following additional points of interest that you may find
useful when describing the many attributes of our Island to
family, friends and visitors. I shall discuss the Mid Continental Rift, the Michigan Basin and finally the Niagara
Escarpment. All that follows reflects current, mainstream
geological information that is readily available from public
sources on the Internet and in published data.

Mid Continental Rift
St Joseph Island sits on the eastern edge of a truly awesome
geological structure called the Mid Continental Rift. As
opposed to a valley or a canyon, a rift is literally a tear in the
very crust of the Earth. This particular rift started to form
about 1,100 million years ago, at a time when the Earth’s

FIGURE 1: THE MID CONTINENTAL RIFT
The rifting was accompanied by the formation of volcanoes
along much of its 2,000 kilometer length. The lava spewing
from these volcanoes, together with an upwelling of the same
from the bowels of the Earth poured over a million cubic
kilometers of basalt into this rift. Basalt is one form of cooled
lava and what now remains in the rift is one of the largest
basalt deposits in the world. We can see the results of these
basaltic flows all along the northern road of Lake Superior.
Some of you may be familiar with Thunder Bay’s signature
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Geological Aspects ... continued from page 1

Thank You,

mesa called Mount McKay. It exists only because it is capped
with this particularly weather resistant rock called diabase
basalt that formed from the horizontal intrusion of lava
between layers of sedimentary rocks.

The Matthews Memorial Hospital Association offers
its thanks and gratitude to the many people who
supported last weekend’s fundraising concert and
auctions.

Over time, the softer layers of sandstone and shales above and
around the basalt cap eroded away to leave Mount McKay.
The same process, by the way, was responsible for the formation of the five mesas that form the well-known and beloved
Sleeping Giant in Thunder Bay. Here on St. Joseph Island
volcanic basalt was quarried in days gone by under the
commercial name of “trap rock”. You can still see the remains
of this old operation on Humbug Point a few hundred metres
west of the Island Bridge. Alternatively you can reach the
quarry by following Shore Rd to its eastern end (but be
mindful that this site is now on private land).

Everyone!
Whether your support was by attending the concert
and taking part in the auctions, or by donating
items, money or your time, you helped MMHA to
make a difference in our community’s health care.
Thanks to you, we raised over $12,000.00, which
will be used to bring another full time physician to
our area.
Special thanks once again to Muddy York and the
O’Schraves for the wonderful part they played in
making the night such a tremendous success.



We invite you to join us at

“THE PANCAKE HOUSE”
NOW SERVING locally made Maple Pork
Breakfast Sausages!
• Many new items in the Gift Shop as well as
handcrafted pieces by local artisans
• 3 New Maple Signature gourmet products
3090 Huron Line St. Joseph Island
(Blue tourism signs for directions)

For more info call 246-2066
We regret we are unable to accept reservations
for the restaurant.

Visa Mastercard and Debit accepted
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 8 pm
CLOSED SUNDAY

COME AND ENJOY THIS SPRING TIME FAMILY TRADITION.

Okay, so what’s the big deal about the Mid Continental Rift?
Technically speaking, this is a failed or healed rift now mostly
filled in by sediments. Over the span of its 15 to 22 millionyear formation, it came ever so close to allowing the intrusion
of a sea. It is the deepest rift on the surface of the planet that
has failed to become an ocean. Geologists believe that during
the formation of super continent Rodina, the collision with
ancient South America to the southeast halted this rifting.
We are not talking here about an ocean filling merely the arc
shown in Figure 1. We are talking about an event that potentially could have ripped present day North America
completely asunder from Hudson Bay to the Gulf of Mexico.
The third arm of this triple healed rift underlies Lake Nipigon
and was well on its way towards joining with northern waters.
To fully appreciate the significance of a rifting event, consider
the Mid Atlantic Rift (also called Ridge), which runs underwater for some 16,000 kilometers down the middle of the
Atlantic from the Arctic to almost the Antarctic. It is this rift
that formed the Atlantic Ocean basin. It is this rift that sent
North and South America to one side of the Atlantic and
Europe and Africa to the other. It is this rift that caused the
Icelandic volcano called Eyjafjallajokull (bet you can’t say
that three times quickly – or even once for that matter) to
erupt and close down air travel in Northern Europe recently.
Just think, for the sake of possibly a million or so more years,
we could all have been salty olde Mari timers and St Jo may
have become a seaport on some hypothetical ocean.
Today, for better or worse, we are not part of a maritime
province but in the past, our Island was no stranger to the
lure of prime ocean front property. From the intersection of
Hwy 548 and Hwy 17 turn east towards Desbarats and drive
exactly 4.2 Kilometers. Here on the left (north side) of the
highway you will find a wavy, sandstone cliff face that is the
fossilized remains of an ancient seashore that has been thrust
up vertically. A small parking lot about 100 metres west of the
cliff posts an Ontario historical plaque titled “Ripple Rock”
that describes the interesting 2 billion year old genesis of this
seashore.
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The Michigan Basin
We are also located on the extreme northern edge of a well known geological feature
called the Michigan Basin. This is an almost perfectly circular depression in the Canadian Shield centred on the middle of Michigan as shown in Figure 2.

Wessell Firewood
Processed Hardwood Firewood

246-0334
Delivery Available
Any Questions Regarding Services
Please Call Kevin or Katie

TAURUS TILE.
Residential, Commercial or
New Construction, Taurus Tile & Stone
has the experience to meet all your
installation needs.

705 255-1346
taurusts.zobyhost.com

Figure 2: Present Day Michigan Basin

PHYSIO AND FITNESS

Driving south through the heart of Michigan however, don’t expect to first drive
down into a big hole and then back up again – what we are talking about here is a
depression in the original Precambrian bedrock that forms the heart of North
America. This depression has, over hundreds of millions of years, been filled in by
sediments such that today it resembles a kitchen bowl set in which progressively
smaller bowls are nestled within larger bowls. The reason for this bulls-eye pattern is
that a subsequent slow general uplifting of the ground in this area has subjected these
bedrock sediments to erosion and the incessant scouring of glaciers during multiple
ice ages.
The oldest bedrock is thus to be found on the periphery and as one moves towards the
centre one encounters increasingly younger sedimentary bedrock. For example just
north of St Joseph (i.e. as soon as we are on the north side of the Bridge) we are
surrounded by the old Precambrian rocks of the Canadian Shield. Covering this
Shield, on the Island itself, the bedrock (but for a few notable exceptions such as the
Humbug Point quarry) is primarily composed of sediments from the Ordovician Age,
505 to 438 million years old. To reach the Canadian Shield near the centre of the
Michigan Basin in Gladwin County however, one must drill down to about 15,000
feet – almost 3 miles! As a side note, see the Appalachian Basin in Figure 2 – here the
Canadian Shield is buried under about 36,000 feet of sediments – almost 7 miles!
Continued on page 5
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take control of your health

No Referral Required 971-4620

Linda Hyndman, Registered Physiotherapist

BridgeLink Medical Centre
linda@ontrackphysio.ca

HAZARD TREE REMOVAL
• Professional
• Certified
• Trained
• Experienced
• Local
Call Matt at
(705) 542-9951

BOB SMITH

ANYWHERE - ANY TIME
Present this ad
and get 10% off
• No Charge Auto Disposal Pickup
• Towing & Recovery - Wheel Lift & Dollies
• Used Auto Sales and Other Services
• Trailers & Small Equipment Moved

P.O. Box 41
Desbarats, Ontario

782-6682

HOW TO REACH US:
By email: islandclippings@gmail.com • By phone: 705 246-1635 • By fax: 705 246-7060
By mail: The Island Clippings, 5285 5th Side Road, R. R. 1, Hilton Beach, Ontario P0R 1G0.
Or simply use one of the Island Clippings boxes conveniently located at Ambeault’s, Kent’s Corners
or the Hilton Beach Post Office. Off-Island Subscription Rates: $65. per year plus tax.

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be
liable for damage arising from errors in advertisements
beyond the amount paid for the space actually occupied by that portion of the ad in which the error
occured. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of

any ad. Cost for ads may be adjusted from time to time
due to price increases of postage, paper and ink. Ads
cannot be copied. The editor reserves the right to edit,
revise, classify or reject an ad. Articles submitted do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editor.
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KENTVALE
The Helpful Place

Sales&&Service
Service
Sales
712
Line Road
712
KKLine
Road
Richards Landing
You must see this 122 year
old
www.kentvale.com
General Store

(705) 246-2002

246-2002

www.kentvale.com

Carl Thomas
Broker of Record

“Specializing in out of area Buyers!”
Northern Advantage

705-246-8585

Office: 705-942-6000

carlthomas@royallepage.ca
www.carlthomas.ca

Helping buyers and sellers for over 28 years with practical experience in farm properties,
commercial, residential, rural and waterfront.
WEEKENDS OR YEAR ROUND!
200 acres of mature
forest on the island.
Charming home with
pine interior, large
country kitchen with
plenty of cupboards,
vaulted family room
with wood fireplace,
full basement with
games room and
extra bedroom.
Oversized garage for
all your outdoor toys and adjoining dog run. Lots of trails for skiing, snow
machines, ATV's and walks with the dog. If you want privacy and quiet, you've
found it. $325,000.

new lis

t i ng

HAPPINESS IS...
A 3.8 acre property with lots of
play area for the kids, large
garden area, 20 x 28 solar
heated workshop/garage for
dad and a great 3BR bungalow
for mom complete with huge
country kitchen, maple
cupboards, ceramic and
laminate flooring, large deck for
barbeques and screened in
porch to sit and sip your
morning java. Great place to
call home. $169,000. Call Ken White,
Sales Representative for more info at
705 254-9825

new lis

t i ng

SOON BE PATIO TIME!
PERFECT HOUSE! PERFECT SHOP!

Enjoy lounging on your back deck
overlooking 144 feet of sheltered
waterfront with beach area, landscaped back yard and looking over
the outer islands. Beautifully
appointed 3 BR home with vaulted
ceilings, ceramic and hardwood
floors, full basement for extra living
space and oversized double garage. South facing floods all the rooms with
sunshine and light. It's perfect at 274,900.

Ideal for home and work on over 3 acre lot.
Beautiful 6 year old 3 BR bungalow with
ceramic and laminate flooring. Double
garage is heated, drywalled, ceramic floor
and used as family room. In floor radiant
heat in house and in 24 x 48 machine shop
with all equipment included. Sauna and
three phase hydro.
Call Carl for price and details.

BACK TO NATURE!
Rustic log home nestled in 100 acres of trees and tranquillity. If enjoying the
great outdoors is your plan then look no
further. Plenty of trails for walking, snowmobiles or ATV's, beaver pond supplies
lots of wildlife watching opportunities and
maple trees for maple syrup possibilities.
Cozy 3 BR with large country kitchen, full
basement and oversized double garage.
Enjoy the great outdoors at this perfect
island acreage. $184,900

LUXURY ISLAND LIVING!
This elegant two storey featuring a wall of windows
providing gorgeous views of the water and changing
seasons from the great room with fireplace and second
floor loft. Second floor master suite with private bath
and whirlpool tub. Two main floor BRs with second
bath, large dining and kitchen areas. Party all summer
on the huge wrap around deck. Mature treed lot offers
privacy and natural shelter. Deep waterfront for swimming and boating. Call Carl for more details
$259,000

GREAT LOCATION! $119,900

GREAT FOR THE IN-LAWS!

This Richards Landing location has view over the park
and water. This charming home is located on a double
town lot with water and sewer and recent updates include
siding, windows, exterior doors and 35 year shingles.
Walking distance to library, post office, restaurants,
stores and marina. Great for year round living or as a
great place to spend the summer. Call Carl to
view.

Unique rural bungalow with view of the shipping channel. Presently divided into
two living units with two kitchens, baths, plenty of bedrooms. House has new
siding and new windows and
exterior doors installed. Some
finishing needed but reflected in
the modest price of $119,900.
Bring all the family together or
create one large home with a
bedroom for every one of the
kids. Call Carl for more details.

WARM AND COSY!
Open concept design with open staircase to
huge loft bedroom. 2nd main floor
bedroom, large kitchen and dining area,
living room with wood stove and main floor
laundry. Screened porch overlooking the
water and double garage on level mature
treed lot with telephone, hydro and paved
road. $135,900

ATTENTION ARTISANS!
If it’s time to get serious about selling your creations,
this charming and history rich landmark building will
suit your needs. Loaded with character but updated
with insulation, 200 amp
electrical, windows and refinished hardwood floors
and 11ft ceilings, it all creates a great backdrop for
any number of products in a high visibility location in
downtown Richards Landing. Organize a co-op of
artists or have your own workshop and display area
together. Imagine the possibilities at $159,900
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Geological Aspects ... continued from page 3

Let’s backtrack and briefly discuss how the Michigan Basin
was formed and its subsequent geological history. In Issue #
735, I described a time during the Ordovician Age when St.
Joseph was underwater on the fringe of an ancient tropical
sea called the Iapetus Ocean. This is the source of the fossils
that can be gathered under the Bridge and at other locations
on the Island.
Before the end of the Ordovician period, a land mass in the
form of a volcanic island arc slammed into the North American east coast and thrust up the Taconic Mountains. This
collision buckled the Canadian Shield and formed arches
(high ground) and basins, one of which became the
Michigan Basin. Nature immediately begins to erode any
mountains or high ground and deposits the sediments in
basins. Thus, the Taconic Mountains were soon eroded away
to ground level. By soon I mean in just the span of a few
million years – that is why you can’t find them on any map
today.
St. Jo during this time was still south of the equator and
either just underwater or ocean front property and while
our older Ordovician reefs were buried under sediments, as
the water eventually cleared up, new reefs grew up along the
perimeter of the Michigan Basin during this, the Silurian
Age. Shortly thereafter, another collision on the east coast
threw up the Acadian Mountains and started another cycle
of erosion and sedimentary accumulation. During the
Devonian Age (408 to 360 million years ago) eastern North
America may have looked somewhat as shown in Figure 3.

left behind thick salt deposits. In Michigan as well as in
Windsor and Goderich in Ontario, immense salt deposits
many hundreds of feet thick are mined today at depths over
1,000 ft under the ground and in amounts up to 10 million
tons per year. Back here at home I have been told that some
Island residents upon drilling a well have encountered water
too salty to drink or to use for crop irrigation. It seems we too
have small pockets of salt evaporates that are a legacy from
ancient seas.
The final mountain building event (about 360 to 300 million
years ago) was the Alleghanian that resulted in the present day
Appalachian Mountains – albeit a far more majestic
Appalachians then we see today. This marked the ultimate
assemblage of super continent Pangea that existed for about
the next 150 million years before breaking up and drifting
apart into the world we recognize today. The trapped inland
seas dried up. The final two layers of sediment from the
Mississippian and Pennsylvanian periods were deposited in
the Michigan Basin. Subsequent layers have since been eroded
away.
Now one final comment on the Michigan Basin. Oil is the
product of plant and animal plankton that died in ancient
seas, settled to the bottom in countless numbers, were covered
over by heavy layers of sediments resulting in high levels of
heat and pressure and were eventually cooked into a fossil
fuel. This is exactly the situation that has existed in the
Continued on page 6

Salty inland seas cover the basins. During the upper Silurian
and the Devonian periods these seas were very warm,
shallow and often totally isolated from the ocean. At this
time, as we were still near the equator, the evaporating seas

VILLAGE OF HILTON BEACH

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
FOR STUDENTS

The following positions will be available:

Grounds Maintenance/Special Events
Marina Attendant/Special Events
Computer Internet Site Attendant
Please apply including a resume and
references, indicating for which position(s)
you are applying by 4:30 p.m. April 1st.
For more information on the positions
or to submit an application contact

Figure 3: Michigan Basin during the Devonian Period
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Village of Hilton Beach, 3100 Bowker St.
246-2242
info@hiltonbeach.com

Mrs. Mac’s
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is N ow O pen i n Ke nt’s Co rn ers !

Q

from 11 am to 8 pm
Monday to Saturday

v

A spec i al Th ank Yo u t o
our Son-In-Law, Joe
Scott Lawrence at King’s Plumbing & Heating
and Argus Fire Protection

Gratefully, Judy & Ralph

Your Island Garage
Building Expert ...
Shell includes
Labour & Materials
24’ x 28’.......$14,784
26’ x 26’.......$14,872
28’ x 30’ ......$18,480
plus taxes

Ask us for pricing on
other sizes!

Home Improvements

garageplus@yahoo.ca

Mark Henderson

246-2110

Michigan Basin over geological time. Therefore one should
not be surprised to find that oil and natural gas is produced
in Michigan. In fact the first substantial oil production in
Michigan commenced in 1925.
Now Michigan is no Texas or Alberta but a 2005 US Geological Survey estimated that the Basin might still hold an
undiscovered 990 million barrels of oil and 11 trillion cubic
feet of natural gas. Readers may be interested in the fact that
southern Ontario (on the margin of the Basin, but nevertheless underwater for millions of years) has today, still
about 2,500 low volume oil and gas wells in production. In
fact the world’s first commercial oil well to be registered was
done so by one James Williams at Oil Springs, Ontario just
southeast of Sarnia.
Many of the successful oil and gas finds in southern Ontario
and Michigan are found in Ordovician sediments – the
same that underlie most of St. Joseph Island. So to tie this
back to our Island, as I always like to do, I learned in
Eleanor Adcock’s excellent “My Little Book of St. Joseph
Island Stories” about one Mr. Louie Knoll, who came to the
Island with his drilling rig looking for oil in 1925. He found
none but stayed on to drill many water wells.
Also - now this is by definition hearsay - a neighbour of
mine was told that about 30 years ago (i.e. late 70’s early
80’s) some exploration company approached a number of
Island residents for permission to drill exploratory wells on
their property in exchange for a small financial consideration. This happens to correspond to an active period of
exploratory drilling in nearby Michigan.
Finally, I was personally told last fall by the co-owner of
Central Drilling in the Soo that, while drilling for water on
the Island he tapped surprisingly into a natural gas pocket.
The gas flowed for quite some time but he doesn’t know
about its current status. Okay, so it’s probably too soon to
refer to ourselves as “The Dubai of the North”!
Toni Stasie, Hilton Beach
To learn more about some of the topics I discussed here and
particularly about the Michigan Basin, I recommend “Ancient
Life of the Great Lakes Basin” by J. Alan Holman, Professor of
Geological Sciences at Michigan State University. This book is
available at the Hilton Union Library.
Next week: Is our ‘Mountain’ actually part of the Niagara
Escarpment?
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RECIPE CORNER

Barb Elliot’s Lemon And Blueberry Tea Cake
1 1/2 C. sugar
1/4 C. brown sugar
2 1/3 C. flour
8 tablespoons butter, room temperature
1 tsp. cinnamon

Rod Wessell
and Son
• Septics • Road Building
• Lot Clearing

1 egg
1/2 C. half and half
1/2 C. sour cream

Call 246-2811 Days or
evenings and weekends

Juice of two lemons
2 tsp. baking powder
2 1/2 C. fresh or frozen blueberries
2 tablespoons grated lemon rind
Preheat the oven to 375° F. Grease a 9” by 5” loaf pan. In a small mixing bowl,
combine 1/4 cup of the sugar, brown sugar, 1/3 cup flour, 4 tablespoons butter, and
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon. Mix until the topping is incorporated.

Thanks Barb!

RR # 1 Richards Landing
Phone: (705) 246-7093
info@freshfaircoffee.ca

Available at
selected outlets
throughout the area.

V is it u s a t ww w. f r e s hfai r coffe e .ca

A
S L N

Fresh Bread Baked Daily
Special Order Cakes
Dessert Trays
Pastries
Hot Lunches
Light Meal Menu
Pizza & Wings
Soup & Sandwiches

D

Using an electric mixer, cream the remaining sugar and butter together. Add the egg,
half and half, sour cream , and lemon juice, blend until smooth. In a mixing bowl, sift
the remaining flour, baking powder, salt and remaining cinnamon together. With the
machine running, slowly add the flour until all the flour is incorporated. Fold in the
blueberries and lemon zest. Pour the batter into the prepared pan. Sprinkle the
topping on top of the batter. Bake for about 50 minutes, or until the top is golden
brown. Remove the pan from the oven and cool for 5 minutes. Slice and serve.
Yield: 1 loaf

You CAN make
a difference!
Choose
'Fair Trade'
products!
Shane & Heather Hoffmann

I

1/4 tsp. salt

OPEN 7 AM TO 7 PM DAILY
7 DAYS A WEEK • 246-0282

Time flies! It’s almost time for Maple Syrup season again. If you have recipes that
include syrup please send them to us and we will use them in an upcoming issue.
1611 P Line, St. Joe Island (at 10th)


An Irishman walks into a bar and orders three glasses of Guiness, drinking
them one at a time. Noticing this odd ritual, the bartender explains that the
beer goes flat when poured and informs the man his beer would be much
fresher if he ordered one glass at a time.
The Irishman explains he began this custom with his two brothers, who have
moved to America and Australia, respectively. This is their way of
remembering all the time they spent together.
The man becomes a regular at the pub, well-known for always ordering three
beers at once. One day he walks in and orders only two beers.
Assuming the worst, a hush falls among other patrons.
When the Irishman returns to the bar to order his second round, the bartender
quietly offers his condolences. The man looks confused for a moment, and
then explains, “Oh No, everyone’s fine. I gave up beer for lent.”
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Covering all your glass and
renovation requirements ...
• Residential • Commercial • Automotive
New Windows, Doors & Siding,
Glass Repairs Thermal Units, Mirrors etc.

246-1999

Cell: 945-1999

OUR ADVERTISERS DESERVE
YOUR BUSINESS!
They keep our local economy
healthy and make publishing
the Island Clippings possible!

A Whopping Good Time Had by All!

THE MATTHEWS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION
threw a heck of a party last Saturday night, as Muddy York
and their special guests the O’Schraves performed to a sell-out
crowd, drawing a standing ovation and rave reviews. Between
sets, the Silent Auction and Vern Bailey’s Live Auction kept
everyone enthralled, as item after item found a new home
with a winning bidder.
And, even better news, the combined festivities raised an
unofficial net total of close to $12,000, to help MMHA’s
physician recruitment efforts!
Once again, the call for help went out, and our community
answered!

Sudoku
Answer on page 11

Island Insight
Highway Snowplowing
I am not a resident of the Island, but I do spend a lot of my
time here and I enjoy reading the Island Clippings. But upon
recently reading a letter sent by a concerned citizen to their
MPP – I became quite upset. The letter referenced the snowplowing operations here on St. Joe’s.
The Island highway – 548, is actually divided into two parts.
The first, which goes from Highway 17 up the bridge road to
Kent’s Corners then left to Hamilton’s Bay Rd and right to the
B line is Route 1. The second part goes from Hamilton’s Bay
along the back side of the Island to the B Line, aka Route 2.
Route 1 is designated a primary highway while Route 2 is
considered secondary.
When snowplowing is occurring – Route 1 is the main artery
to the Landing and Hilton Beach and it is continually plowed
while Route 2, though no less important, is left untouched for
a time. This happens all over our region. Highway 17 has
priority over Highway 638, Highway 17B so on and so forth.
If a truck went down on the Highway 17 Route, then the
truck running on 638 would be removed from that area and
put on Highway 17 until the original truck has returned. This
is just how things are.
So yeah – the back side of the island might not get plowed
during the heaviest time of the snowfall, but it will get done
within 24 hours of the end of the storm.
I didn’t see you thanking any of the men and women who are
running plow trucks during the day and throughout the
night to keep our highways clean. These guys get called out
Continued on page 9
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Another Great Ice Fishing Derby!
SATURDAY’S ERNIE EDDY MEMORIAL CHILDREN’S ICE FISHING DERBY was
once again a terrific success. The good weather brought 182 participants out to catch a
total of 61 fish.
The annual event, sponsored by the St. Joseph Island Hunters & Anglers Association, is
open to all children of Elementary School age or younger. With no entry fee, free bait,
draws, hot chocolate and hot dogs, plus the chance to win cash prizes, the derby pulls
the kids in like, like … well, like hooking a big school of fish!

Tree and Hedge Removal Services

• Tree stump grinding & removal
• Tree cutting, shaping & hedge removal
• Tree & shrub pruning & removal
• Residential and Commercial
• Fully liability and W.S.I.B. insured
24 hour, year round service FREE no obligation estimates
no job too big or too small
Tel: 705 254-9150

Ka

r e n ’s Dr e am

Hilto

n Beach

at the Waterfront Centre

Gifts, greeting cards, gift wrap,
jewellery, used books and souvenirs.

Kodak photo kiosk!

10 to 5, Wed. - Fri. • 10 to 3, Sat.

246-7700

THE TREFRY CENTRE
Photo by Sigrid Robinson

SENIORS & DISABLED Persons

Serving the needs of
the Citizens on the
North Shore &
St. Joseph Island

• Meals on Wheels
• Transportation
• Adult Day Out
• Home Maintenance

For more information call 705-246-0036
email: dr.trefrycentre@one-mail.on.ca

Mrs. Mac’s
246-0123

Island Insight ... continued from page 8

on holidays and all hours of the night and day while you are working, sleeping or
enjoying time with family and friends. They are called out at a moment’s notice and
must be at the individual patrol yards within half an hour of the call to start removing
snow from the roads.
Yeah – the plow operators are just “doing their job”, but their entire life in the winter is
governed by the snow. They work throughout the storms and while the highway is
closed due to poor conditions, making their jobs quite hazardous at times. I really think
you owe the contractor, the plow drivers and the individual MTO patrol persons an
apology for criticizing what they do and how they do it.
I on the other hand would like to thank them for the long hard work they do.
THANKS!

Amalgamation

PROGRAMS

Sincerely, Sarah Milne

A couple of weeks ago I wrote a letter urging the amalgamation of the 4 Island municipalities into one. Since then I have been stopped on the street by people expressing
their support for the proposition. It would be appreciated if interested readers would
write to you expressing their opinions in favour of or against the proposition.
Ray Stortini, Richards Landing
So what do YOU think about Amalgamation? Like Ray, we’ve heard from several people
both for and against the idea. Our ‘Island Insight’ column provides a forum that allows
you to share your view with our readers.
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Mon. - Sat. - 11 am - 8 pm
Sunday - Closed

Tastes like Home
But it’s Mrs. Mac’s

David R. Porter, CMA
MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING
& C O N S U LT I N G S E R V I C E S

Waterfront Centre, Hilton Beach, Ontario P0R 1G0

for all your accounting needs
Personal • Business • Farm & Corporations
Bookeeping • Financial Statements • Business Plans
Income Taxes (E-file)
Phone/Fax (705) 246-3153

Res. (705) 246-3460

KENT’S COR
246-1234
N
Monday to Friday
E
6 am to 8 pm
Saturday 8 am to 8 pm
R
Sunday 8 am to 7 pm
S
VISA/MC/Debit/ATM

Friday Night Foods
at the Legion
Lynda Reynolds will be
offering Chicken Kiev
along with the regular
menu.
Entertainment will be
provided by
Roy Brocklebank.

Come on out and enjoy
good food and try your
luck on the meat draw!
Take out available

FOR SALE

Tax Preparation Services
starting at $40 for a basic
return. Call P. Nadjiwon, Certified Management Accountant.
No calls on Sunday please.
Phone 705 246-0569

5 Piece Astro Drum Set with
Zildjian 16’ crash, 18’ crash, 20”
ride, Solar highhats and Dixon
double bass pedal. $450. obo.
705 246-7155

Wood splitter parts for sale,
New 2 stage pump, coupling,
engine mount, cylinder, control
valve and a set of 8” wheels.
Valued at $790 but will sell for
$400. Please call 705 246-3133
10” radial arm saw for sale,
complete with manual, blade,
stand and wrenches. This is a
top of the line Craftsman saw in
very good condition. $250 firm.
Please call 705 246-3133.

Chihuahua Rat Terrier cross
puppies. Approximately 10 lbs.
at maturity. Short hair, excellent
watch dogs. First shot & ready
to go early April. 705 246-1825.
Black Lab/Golden Retriever
Cross puppy. Very loveable. 7
months old, de-wormed and all
shots are current. Best offer.
Call 705 782-6229
Muscovy ducklings, ready April
1st. $2.25 each. Call 705 7826229

Yamaha Big Bear 350, with
plow and loading ramps.
$2,000. Call 705 246-1697

MOVING SALE: Saturday,
March 19th, from 9 am to 12
noon, at 1279 Catharine Street,
Apartment 1

LOST & FOUND

Mr. Fritz, our big, fluffy cat, in
the vicinity of the B and C Lines.
Although he’s an ‘indoor’ cat, he
escaped during last week’s
snowstorm. He’s white with
orange accents and very
friendly. He also goes by the
names ‘Fritzy’ or ‘Fatty’. A
reward will be offered. Please
call 705 246-7124.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

An important meeting to discuss
the future of recreational
programming such as baseball,
soccer, trails and the outdoor
rink facilities will be held
Thursday March 24th at 7pm at
the Township of St. Joseph
municipal office (Council Chambers.) If you and your family
value these programs your input
is needed. Residents of all
Island municipalities are
welcome.
The St. Joseph Township
Library now has its own website
that you can access from home!
Visit us at www.olsn.ca/stjoseph
and check out our services,
ancestry.com, community info
and our latest book list.
The St. Joseph Township
Library is missing many books
and some DVDs. Please check
your shelves, etc. We will waive
the fines, for a donation to the
Food Bank.
Watch for The Cancer Society’s
fresh daffodil sale the end of
March!

Celebrate St.Patrick’s Day at
the Children’s Library on Thurs.
Mar.17th from 10:30 am to 12
noon. We’ll have leprechaun
stories, crafts, games and green
snacks!! No need to preregister, but please wear green.
For more info call Dawn
705 246-2877.

Advertising in the Island
Clippings Works!

On Friday, March 25th, the
Anglican Church presents “In
My Shoes”, a play about living
in poverty, performed by a group
from the Soup Kitchen Community Centre in Sault Ste Marie at
the Royal Canadian Legion in
Richards Landing at 7 pm.
Admission will be by a donation
of either cash or a non perishable food item. Proceeds will be
shared between the Island Food
Bank and the Soup Kitchen
Community Centre. Please
come and join us.

Attention Chamber of
Commerce Members! If you did
not receive the minutes of our
February 10th meeting, please
contact Brian Fox at
islandbrian.fox@gmail.com or
705 246-1635. The next
Chamber meeting will be at
7 pm Wednesday, March 23rd,
at Gilbertson’s Pancake House.

The Island Cancer Society
needs your help! Extra volunteers are needed to be part of
our annual residential canvass
in April.Please contact Joan for
more info. 705 246-2387

THANK YOU

I would like to thank everyone
involved in helping me on March
6th. Pam Blair for the ride to
MMH, Nurses Marlene Gibbs
and Pam and Dr. Richardson for
their excellent care. My sister
Debby Thomlinson for all her
help. To the EMS team Vicki
and Linda (first trip to the new
hospital!), a great job. To Dr.
Berg and all nursing staff at the
beautiful new hospital 3C. I
couldn’t have had better care.
Thanks to all of you.
Nancy Haig

BRUCE MINES INSURANCE
73 Taylor St., Box 189, Bruce Mines, ON P0R 1C0

BROKERS Ltd.
Meeting your Home, Auto
and
Commercial Insurance Needs
Bus (705) 785-3436
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James D’Arcy
McGuire

Like the warmth of the sun
And the light of the day,
May the luck of the Irish
shine bright on your way.

Passed away suddenly at
home on Saturday, March 12,
2011 at the age of 87. Beloved
husband of 61 years to Norah.
Loving father to Elizabeth
(Tian), Michael, Katherine,
Norah ( David), Nancy
(Michael), Kelly ( Paraic),
Constance ( Ralph), and
Cecile. Kind and beloved
grandfather to Addie, Kartini, Sebastian, Justiani, Sarah,
Christopher, Kaitlin, Meaghan, Molly and Sophie and great
grandfather to Brayden and Camryn.
D’Arcy was born in Pembroke, Ontario and raised on
Alumette Island, Quebec. He was the eldest of 10 and was
predeceased by parents Margaret and Cecil and siblings
Edwin, Willie, Marjory, Jack and Joe. He is survived by his
siblings Jim ( Helen), Denis ( Joan), Mary, Donald and
sister-in-law Grace. Special Uncle to Maria and Carol and
many other nieces and nephews, too numerous to mention.
D’Arcy lived a full and happy life, initially in Schreiber
Ontario where he worked on the Canadian Pacific Railway
for 43 years as a Locomotive Engineer. After retirement,
D’Arcy moved to St. Joseph Island where he continued to
enjoy singing and playing guitar. He had the heart of a poet
and he loved to write poems as well as recite them. His
stories, jokes, songs and poems entertained his family and
friends throughout his life.

Sudoku
Answer

Puzzle on page 8

Deadline for display ads is
3 pm Mondays.
Deadline for Classifieds is noon Tuesday.

Visit Moose
Sweats
First!

A special thank you to Dr. Richardson and the paramedics
and nurses at Matthews Memorial Hospital for their kindness.
Visitation will be held at St. Boniface Catholic Church in
Hilton Beach, St. Joseph Island on Friday, March 18, 2011
from noon to 2 pm with the funeral Mass starting at 2 pm.

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
OF RICHARDS LANDING
!!NEEDS!! Children’s Books for

In lieu of flowers, a donation to the Matthews Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary would be appreciated by the family.

White Elephant Sale April 2 & 3
and April 9 & 10.

MacKay’s Island Pharmacy
(9:30 am to 5 pm Mon-Fri)
Convenient Drop-off at Hospital for
after hour and/or Weekend Pickup

We can provide ALL your pharmacy needs

Please bring books to Moose Sweats.

Can you volunteer 4 hours to help with the sale?
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 11 - 5

With fuel prices soaring, give us a try;
You won’t be disappointed
Messaging Service for Ordering & Call Back

BridgeLink Medical Centre, Richards Landing

Bring in or show us this ad and receive 10% off sunglasses and certified products

246-0650 “We go the extra mile for you”

246-2777
Page 11

RICHARDS LANDING

Classified Ads and Announcements
The Island Clippings is pleased to publish personal
Classified Advertising and Public Service
Announcements of 50 words or less, free of charge
to Island residents, as a community service. Other
than personal for sale ads the announcement must
be of value to the community. We reserve the right
to decide if the ad is of service to the community.
Ads or announcements for non-residents, businesses, or items or services, to be sold for profit,
or generate income as well as items valued at over
$1,000. will incur a nominal charge of $10. plus
HST. We reserve the right to determine if a fee is
required. We reserve the right to edit down to 50
words or less.

Ads or announcements will appear in one issue,
but may be repeated, to a maximum of three
consecutive weeks (space permitting). Advertiser
must resubmit ad each week. To ensure space for
everyone, please limit your content to a maximum
of 50 words.
Ads can be placed by: Email to:
islandclippings@gmail.com or by phone 705 2461635 (from 9 – 5, Mon-Fri) or fax 705 246-7060.
Mail to: Island Clippings
RR1, Hilton Beach, ON P0R 1G0
Or simply put it in one of our pick-up boxes
conveniently located at Ambeault’s, Kent’s Corners
and the Hilton Beach Post Office.

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON ST. JOE

Changes Hair Salon
For Appointments
Please Call
941-0802
Julie Stevens
The

Calico Hen

Telephone: (705) 246-0875
Antiques - Art - Used Books
Jewellery - Photos - Knitting Supplies
Dawn Tweedle - owner/artisan
1188 Richards St.,
Richards Landing, ON P0R 1J0

Hannah McRae, BSc. RMT
Registered Massage
Therapist

705-206-6253
BridgeLink Medical Centre

Friday

Carpet Bowling for 50 Plus, Legion - Refreshments
Available - 1 pm

Seniors Walking Program, Legion - 9 am to noon
Hens & Stitches, Dr. Trefry Centre - 10 am to 12 pm
Island Cast-a-Weighs, Calorie Watchers, Hilton
Community Hall (rear door, basmt) - 8:30 am
Friday Foods at the Legion
AA Meeting, United Church
(new addition, side door) - 8 pm

St. Joseph Twp, Public Library - 6 pm to 9 pm
Hilton Union Library - 3 pm to 5 pm &
7 pm to 9 pm - New phone number: 255-3520.
Children’s Library - 6 pm to 8 pm

Tuesday
CAPC Play & Learn, Free Methodist Church
- 9:30 am to 11:30 am

Saturday
Childrens Library - 10 am to 3 pm
Story time - 10:30 am
Hilton Union Public Library - 1 pm to 5 pm New phone number: 255-3520.
St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 1 pm to 5 pm
Nordic Walking Group, Tranter Park - 10 am

Cribbage (singles), Legion Hall - 7:30 pm
($3.00 per person)
Quilting - 1-3 pm, Downstairs Hilton Hall except the 3rd
week held at the Trefry Centre.

Sunday
Free Methodist, 10th Side Rd. Coffee, tea and friendship
at 10:30 am. Worship service 11 am.
Island Bible Chapel, Richards Landing.
Lord’s Supper 10 am, Family Bible Hour 11:15 am.
Grace United, Hilton Beach. 9:30 am.
Harmony St. Marks United, Richards Landing. 11 am.

Simply Music
Piano Lessons

for people who never dreamed they could play!

Children, Teens, Adults,
Seniors, Private, Group
Gina Marie Wilson, B.A.

971-1226

Bridge, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm to 5 pm
(Open to all seniors)

Reflexology
Registered Canadian
Reflexology Therapist

Dinah Horner
Call 246-3860 or 246-1433
Bridgelink Centre

Andrea S. Young, RMT
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST

St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Food Bank, United Church, Richards Landing
(side door) - 1 pm to 3 pm

Holy Trinity Anglican, Jocelyn, 11 am.

Seniors Walking Program, Legion - 9 am to noon
Bridge, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm to 5 pm
(Open to all seniors)
60+ Exercise Program, Dr. Trefry Centre - 10:00 am
Euchre, Legion Hall - 8 pm ($3.00 per person)

705-785-3647

facial, pedicure, massage,
hot rock & much more ...
Arlene: Esthetician

Wednesday
Seniors Walking Program, Legion - 9 am to noon

Free pool all day in the Legion lounge
St. Boniface Roman Catholic, Hilton Beach at 4:30 pm.
Jam Session, Legion - 4 pm to 6 pm

Monday

Serenity Spa

Children’s Library - 9 am to 12 pm
Story time - 10:30 am
Hilton Union Public Library - 3 pm to 5 pm New phone number: 255-3520.

Thursday
St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 1 pm to 5 pm and
7 pm to 9 pm
Dr. Trefry Centre’s Day Out Program - 9 am to 4 pm
Children’s Library - 9 am to 12 pm; 3:30 - 5 pm
Story time - 10:30 am
Pool, Legion - 7:30 pm

246-1433

Learn to
play guitar!
Reasonable rates.
Call Mike Cormier at
246-1892

FIREWOOD
Top Quality Hardwood

Cut, split & delivered $80. /cord*
Call Angie at 941-0215
* For Local delivery.
Prices subject to change!

246-0942

New Bell Turbo Hub Cellular
HIGH SPEED INTERNET antenna kits
•••
Rural internet users on much of the Island now
have access to real high speed internet services.
For more details contact us at: (705) 541-8490 or
marko@ northlandconsultants.net
www.northlandconsultants.net

Page 12

Debbie’s Hair Hut
A f u l l s e r v i c e f a m i l y s a l on o ff e r i n g
o n l y th e fi n e s t ha i r p r od u c ts .
Debbie Campbell - Owner

246-0457

