
By Pat Davey and Teresa Parker
Photos by Teresa Parker

THIS PAST WEEKEND was indeed a
cold one but the bright sunshine brought
out over 50 hardy snowmobile riders to
enjoy themselves. Our scenic trails pro-
vided a memorable and safe time for rid-
ers of all ages. 

The clubhouse provided a warm, inviting
place with refreshments, free hot dogs
and homemade baked goods for every-
one who stopped by. Being that Sunday
was also Valentine’s Day, there were also
Valentine chocolates available for those
with a sweet tooth or with a sweetheart.

There was also a Silent Auction of donated items of which the
funds raised were very appreciated by the club. They wish to
thank each and every one who donated wonderful items and
congratulate those with the winning bids. 

There was also a Poker Run! This fund raiser was a 50/50
draw and this year’s winner was won by Susan Fairservice.
For this event you can do the poker run by vehicle to the
check points to get your card for your chance to win or sim-
ply come to the clubhouse and pay $5 for a 5 card hand to
enter.

Children and adults alike enjoyed seeing the new Groomer
and the kids also got to go on an exciting snowmobile ride
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too. Voyageurs President Jack Hore took the kids on a sleigh
ride for a portion of the trail and the children all returned to
the clubhouse with rosy cheeks and beaming smiles.

All of the riders
said that the
trails were in
good shape con-
sidering the late
start of winter
weather, the rela-
tively little
amount of snow
and warmer
weather that we
have had so far
this season.

The Voyageurs
extend a heartfelt
‘thank you’ to
their helpers and
to those who do-
nated items for

the silent auction. Special thanks also to all of the members
and their families who came out to participate in this great
weekend event.  

FAMILY WEEKEND . . . continued from cover
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ROOMING BY

HELENA

8709 Hwy 17 E.
Bruce Mines, ON 

705 785-3739

Truly personal attention... 
Grooming one dog at a time - yours!

Professional dog grooming services for all breeds

Fifth Avenue Collection
Beautiful Jewellery for day wear or special occasions

Someone Getting Mar ried ? ?
SEE OUR EXCITING BRIDAL REGISTRY!!

Sign up now.....earn half-price jewellery - and cash!
AND a chance on $1000 toward your dream honeymoon!

Facebook.com/fifthavenuecollectionsusankerr
SHOP NOW...then Click on Project Radiance...

or call 705-257-6797
       Shell includes
       Labour & Materials 
       24’ x 28’......$16,260
       26’ x 26’ .....$16,360
       28’ x 30’ .....$20,330

plus taxes
Ask us for pricing on other sizes!

garageplus@yahoo.ca
Mark Henderson   246-2110

Book Now for All
Your Projects

Your Island Garage
Building Expert ...
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Proud supporters of

your community; our 

family providing your

family with dignified, 

affordable service in 

your time of need.

Beggs Funeral Home Limited
Menard Funeral Home Inc.

Driftwood Cremation Centre Inc.
175 Main Street, Thessalon

705-842-2520
72 Lakeside Avenue, Blind River

705-356-7151

Celebrating Fifty Years

A Legacy of Caring Since 1965
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By Anne Allaire-Gauthier

IT MAY HAVE BEEN the eve of Valentine’s Day, but
at the St. Joseph Island Hunters and Anglers club-
house it was not the little cherub who had bow and
arrow in hand, it was the Teen Game Night group. 

For many, it was their first time at archery. The teens
and their families learned who the St. Joseph Island
Hunters and Anglers are, and the teens really enjoyed

some archery coaching. A very big thank
you to the SJIHAA volunteers who came
out for our local teens. 

There were some chocolate and cinna-
mon hearts for those who attended, but
the real treat was the half season Teen
Game Night Attendance prizes. Twenty
teens have come out to the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch 374 Lounge in

Teen Game Night Hits the Target

Continued on page 4
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705 246-2204

Tilt’n Hilton
Nascar Point Challenge 2016

New season begins February 21st 1pm
Prizes to be won. No entry fee.

2015 WINNERS:
1st Place Don Deluney
2nd Place Norna Deluney
3rd Place Laurel Hendrick

When:        Monday nights from 7 to 9 PM
Where:      Hilton Union Public Library
Why:          To receive help for all of your technology needs!

The Hilton Union Public Library is now offering a drop-in service
for those pesky little computer problems. We will be glad to help
in any way that we can. 

• Get help with Excel or Word
• Figure out how to send pictures from your phone
• Learn how to organize your computer files
• Ask other questions—we’ll try to help answer them!!!

Please note: Monday, March 21 will be 
our last session.

Feel free to email us at hiltonlibraryIT@hotmail.com or call us at
705-255-3520 for more information.

In addition, if you are interested in our eBook loaning program,
please stop by to setup OverDrive on your device.

Funding provided by the Government of Ontario

Offering in home
service only

Serving Echo Bay
to Thessalon

Kari Gamble, RMT
Registered Massage

Therapy

Call and book an appointment today!
My Services include:

30 minutes.....$50.00       60 minutes.....$80.00
90 minutes.....$120.00

* Extra $10 charge for Echo Bay, Bruce Mines and Thesslon clients apply.

Call 705-971-2249
Email: karilynngamble@hotmail.com

I accept cash, credit, cheque as well as
email money transfer. $70 special for

the month of 
February!!

Gift Certificates also available

Richards Landing since the second season start up on Sep-
tember 19th, 2015. The winners were:  Alex Gauthier win-
ning a JBL Pulse Bluetooth speaker and Karly Sigfrid won
iSport wireless earbuds. The items were purchased at Best
Buy and we thank them for helping offset the cost of the
prizes.

Teen Game Night was created to give the local youth a safe
and fun place to play games, in an electronics free environ-

ment. The evening is at no cost and everyone, teens, fam-
ilies and those young at heart are invited to come out
and play some board games, cards and table pool on Sat-
urdays from 6 to 9 pm.

FAMILY WEEKEND . . . continued from page 3

Deadline for classifieds is noon 
Tuesdays

Deadline for display ads is 
Mondays at 3 pm



I learned so much from 
my mistakes, 

I’m thinking of making a 
few more!

Judging a person does not 
define who they are. 

It defines who you are.

�

Page 5

Rod Wessell 
and Son

• Septics • Road Building
• Lot Clearing

Open Storage Available
Call 246-2811 Days or
evenings and weekends

DON’S GARAGE
RR#1 

RICHARDS LANDING  ON

Tel: 705 246-2545
Fax: 705 246-1289

KENTVALE
  

  

   

 
                                              www.kentvale.com

Sales & Service
712 K Line Road

You must see this 127 year old 
General Store

246-2002              www.kentvale.com

HAZARD TREE REMOVAL
• Professional

• Certified
• Trained

• Experienced
• Local

Call Matt at 
(705) 542-9951

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

Call 
705 257-7006

Remodeling•Renovation•Maintenance
GENERAL HANDYMAN SERVICES

Call GREG 989•7794 IHI@live.ca

ISLAND HOME IMPROVEMENT

Published weekly by 
Heather & Brian Fox

HOW TO REACH US:

By email: islandclippings@gmail.com
By phone: 705 246-1635  •  By fax: 705 246-7060

By mail: The Island Clippings, 5285 5th Side Road,
R. R. 1, Hilton Beach, Ontario  P0R 1G0.

Or simply use one of the Island Clippings boxes
conveniently located at Ambeault’s. 

Kent’s Corner and the 
Hilton Beach Waterfront Centre
Off-Island Subscription Rates:  

$65. per year plus tax.

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be 
liable for damage arising from errors in advertisements be-
yond the amount paid for the space actually occupied by
that portion of the ad in which the error occured. There shall
be no liability for non-insertion of any ad. Cost for ads may
be adjusted from time to time due to price increases of
postage, paper and ink. Ads cannot be copied. The editor re-
serves the right to edit, revise, classify or reject an ad. Arti-
cles submitted do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
editor. 

Like us on Facebook!
The Clippings is in full colour

on Facebook
www.facebook.com/Islandclippings/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

Please Share!

Basement Waterproofing 
• Restoration  
• Home Renovation  
• Property Maintenance 
Free Estimates • 705.206.6426
or Email:
hunter-home-solutions@outlook.com

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
• virus / malware removal
• slow PC clean up services
• email setup / configuration
• advice / support & tutoring

Call David Chuipka
705-246-0711 • Cell 705 255-0007

Email: dlcnetworks@gmail.com

Your Island
TUPPERWARE

Susan Strader, Consultant
islandtupperware@hotmail.com 705 246-7029

Catalogues, products and service

Available at
Kent’s Corner
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The St. Joseph Island Hunters and Anglers and Conservation 
Association extends its thanks to all of the volunteers, sponsors
and donors, without whom the 2016 Annual Wild Game Dinner
would not have been the great success that it was. 
Thank you to all.

22nd Annual Wild Game DinneR Sponsors
◆       17E Trading Post
◆       Algoma Office Equipment: 
         Brian Watkins
◆       Bennardo Jewelers Ltd.
◆       Bill & Pat Vanderburg
◆       Black Beaver Canoe Co: 
         Ron Pellinen
◆       Camfil Canada Inc.: 
         Rod Courtepatte
◆       Camp Lackanookie: 
         David Nelson
◆       Carol Buchanan
◆       Clansmen Motel: 
         Teresa Caughill
◆       Co-op Algoma Ag Centre
◆       Creative Collectables 
         and Framing
◆       Dan Mousseau
◆       David Nelson, The Real Estate
         Stop & Mortgage Centre
◆       David Stone, Attorney 
◆       Diana Madill, Whitetail 
         Wood & Design
◆       Dolores Winter 
         Nursing Foot Care
◆       Don Buckley
◆       Don’s Garage
◆       Doug Hook
◆       Echo Bay Home Hardware: 
         James McKay
◆       Food Basics - East End
◆       Forestland Clothing and 
         Gifts
◆       Fred Court
◆       Gilbertson Enterprises
◆       Glass Employees
◆       Gord & Sig Robinson
◆       Hilton Beach TimbrMart
◆       Hollow Metal
◆       Island Market

◆       Island Scoop
◆       Joe’s Sports and Surplus
◆       John Paterson, 
         Custom Woodworking
◆       K & S Embroidery
◆       Karhi Contracting
◆       Ken Hanson
◆       Kent’s Corners
◆       Kentvale Home Hardware, 
         David Kent
◆       Kevin Coombs
◆       Larry Skinkle
◆       Legion Br. 374
◆       Linda Proulx
◆       M & M’s Meat Shoppe:
         Steve and Lucy Fronzi 
◆       Maitland Ford Lincoln Ltd., 
         Brent Lewis
◆       Makes Sense Maple Products
◆       Mom’s Restaurant
◆       Moose Sweats
◆       Napa Power Sports & Auto – 
         Blind River/Elliot Lake
◆       Neil Caughill
◆       Nicki Morin & Yves Gauthier
◆       North Shore Sports &
         Auto Inc.
◆       North Shore Tractor
◆       Northern Credit Union
◆       Northside Volkswagen
◆       Nottingham North, 3D 
         Archery: 
         Wayne and JudyIngram
◆       Palmer Construction 
         Group Inc.
◆       Perry’s Great Northern 
         Gun & Bow Shop
◆       Prouse Motors
◆       Quaker Boy, Larry Skinkle
◆       Rack Stacker, Steve Elmy

◆       Ralph Wheeler
◆       Rankin Fuels and Supply
◆       Richwood Hair Design: 
         Donna Bond
◆       Riley Willet
◆       River City Motorsports
◆       Rod Wessell and Son 
         Contracting
◆       Ron Alton & Sheila O’Reilly
◆       Rose Valley Maple Products: 
         Norm & Judy Hughes
◆       Ross and Joan Bishop
◆       Royal LePage Northern 
         Advantage, Carl Thomas
◆       S and S Creations, 
         Stephanie Mitchell
◆       S and T Group
◆       St. Joseph Island 
         Coffee Roasters
◆       Sarah Proulx
◆       Sault Promotions
◆       Sling Choker: Bill Johnstone 
         & Bill Willenius; 
         Ian Chambers
◆       Solaray Creations: 
         Ray & Solange Nelson
◆       Soo Mill & Lumber
◆       Sports Gold
◆       Taylor Skarr
◆       Terry Wills
◆       The Dry Dock Restaurant
◆       Thompson Maple Products
◆       Tilt’n Hilton Steakhouse & 
         Beverage Co.
◆       Tracey Nichol
◆       Trio Auto Supply
◆       Wes and Sharon Stevens 
         Maple Syrup
◆       Woody’s Automotive
◆       World Cars Complex, 
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LOOKING FOR A BIT OF A PICK UP during the late days of
winter? The Richards Landing Arts and Events Committee,
together with the St. Joseph Island Coffee Roasters and Algo-
maTrad, are bringing three concerts to the Richards Landing
Town Hall to help you through.

On Friday February 19th, acclaimed singer-songwriter Craig
Cardiff visits Richards Landing’s “Just Passin’ Through” Con-
cert Series for the first time. This Arnprior-based folk-singer
is touring with his latest album, Love Is Louder (Than All
This Noise).

Described as one-part boisterous group sing-along, one-part
gentle lullaby, the 21 tracks on Love is Louder are connected
by an underlying sense that
there are better days to come.
“Every song has that kernel of
hope and joy, even if it’s not
apparent at first,” says Cardiff.

Craig Cardiff is a past Juno
nominee for Roots and Tradi-
tional Album of the Year: Solo,
and a past Canadian Folk
Music Award nominee for
Contemporary Singer of the
Year.

Friday March 11th will see the
return to Richards Landing of
crowd favourite, David
Francey. Accompanied by won-
derful musicians, Mark West-
berg, Chris Coole and Darren
McMullen, Francey will be
making his third visit to St.
Joseph Island. 

Born in Scotland and later em-
igrating to Canada, Francey
worked for decades as a manual labourer, all the while writing
poetry, setting them to melodies and singing them as he
worked. 

At the age of 45, he began his journey to become an award-
winning folk troubadour. Francey is now a three-time Juno
Award winner with a loyal following around the world. His
new album is Empty Train.

Saturday March 26th will see another newcomer to the “Just
Passin’ Through” stage. The Young Novelists were honoured
in 2015 with a nomination from the Canadian Folk Music
Awards (CFMAs) for Vocal Group of the Year and winning
the CFMAs’ 2015 New/Emerging Artist of the Year. In addi-
tion, frontman Graydon James was awarded the Ontario Arts
Council’s Colleen Peterson Songwriting Award. This Toronto-

based roots-rock group will be touring
with their new album, made us
strangers. 

Tickets for Craig Cardiff are $15.00 in
advance, $20.00 at the door; David
Francey tickets are $30.00 in advance,
$35.00 at the door; The Young Novelists
tickets are $10.00 at the door.

Information on all three concerts can be
found at stjosephtownship.com and
facebook.com/stjosephtwp. Tickets can
be purchased by calling 705-246-2625 or
emailing stjoetreasury@bellnet.ca. Craig
Cardiff can be found online at 
craigcardiff.com; David Francey can be
found at davidfrancey.com; The Young
Novelists can be found at 
theyoungnovelists.com. 

Three Concerts to Get You Through to Spring
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The Young Novelists

David Francey

Craig Cardiff
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TURN KEY
Bright and cheery 4 season cottage
with spectacular veiws of the channel
from the front porch.  Immaculately
restored with Napolean propane FP,
new flooring, insulation, shingles,
windows.  Garage and extra lot in-
cluded. $189,000.

Carl Thomas
Broker/Owner

705-246-8585
carlthomas@royallepage.ca
www.carlthomas.ca

View More Pictures on line at www.carlthomas.ca.

Northern Advantage
Office: 705-942-6000

ISLAND RETREAT!
Beautiful lakefront
home with kids ap-
proved sandy
beach.  recent reno-
vations include new
bath, flooring, shin-
gles, doors win-
dows and
insulation. Garage,
appliances and
some furnishings

add to the value of this great year round island home. $189,000.

IDEAL COUNTRY
Neat and cozy 2BR with custom field
stone FP sitting on 11A. Huge rear
deck with view of lake Huron. Perfect
retirement home minutes from 
Desbarats and marina.
$159,000.

A RUSTIC LANE
Private location for this newer ranch
style home set in a 100 acre maple
bush.  This stunning open concept fea-
tures 2.5baths, hardwood floors, full
basement, huge garage and separate
28 x 36 Shop. a "MUST SEE" at
$499,000.

CHARMING & COZY COTTAGE!
Nestled among the pines and cedars
this private 1.5 storey season cottage
features a unique blend of new and re-
claimed wood and may one of a kind
hand crafted wood details. Fabulous
view from the 2 tier deck and loft of
the lake. Lighthouse and sailboats.
Clean sandy beach for swimming and
bonfires. $249,900.

DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH!
4BR 2Bath bungalow needs some ten-
der loving care, some paint and floor-
ing. Built right on the rock on a large
lot in Bruce Mines on nice street
across the street from the water and
on town services. New heating system
just installed.  Needs a little work but
great price at $82,000.

Bright 4 BR cottage
features custom pine
and cedar interior
with (3) skylights.
Sliding doors open
up to wraparound
deck and beautifully
manicured yard with
spectacular views
and stunning sun-
sets. Wood burning
hand crafted cedar
sauna with shower

and change room. Driveway extends down to lake for boat access. Dock and deck.
Workshop with loft. $229,000.

AFFORDABLE
Two plus bedroom brick house nestled
in the heart of the village. Mature lot
with maple and lilac trees. Walk to the
marina, boardwalk and all amenities.
Updates include shingles 2015, win-
dows, furnace, insulation, chimney liner
2008. Enjoy life in the village for
$109,900.

COUNTRY CHARMER!
Very well kept 1+1 bedroom home on
4.5A lot. 30 minutes to Sault Ste. Marie.
Open concept living room, dining and
kitchen area, deck and nicely land-
scaped yard. 2 large garages, excellent
for the handyman. A Must See!
$179,000. Call Murray Pritchard
705-849-0976.

SWIMMING, FISHING & BOATING

ALL THIS CAN BE YOURS!
Charming older home in Bruce Mines
featuring hardwood floors, large prin-
cipal rooms including double living
room, dining room and eat in kitchen.
Large wrap around front and side
porch. 2 storey cabana off in ground
pool. This home needs work but great
are the rewards.  $126,500.

HOUSE AND SHOP!
5A country property with charming
3BR house, double garage and 2000sq
ft Steel shop with 3 overhead doors,
cement floor, insulated and heated and
presently operating as auto repair
garage which equipment can be pur-
chased separately. Ideal for a trades-
man or hobby garage. Call for more
info. $279,000.

WORLD CLASS SUNSETS!
Enjoy panoramic views of the water
and the passing ships from the huge
wrap around deck. Great family cot-
tage with 4 BR, open concept kitchen/
LR/DR and front sun room with fold
out couch for extra sleepers. Nice level
lot with great sand beach at Sunset
Point. New WETT certified wood stove.
$209,000.

Caroline Miller
Salesperson
416 931-1449 cell
705 542-9967 cell
705 942-6000 office
Carolinemiller@royallepage.ca 

sold
new price

new price

LIVE, WORK, PLAY!
Long established family business on in
town acre lot. Variety and gift store
with Lotto. 40 x 60 steel building for
additional business uses. Extra lot for
additional expansion. Charming 3BR
home with full basement for owner or
additional rental income. Great family
opportunity.

ISLAND COMMERCIAL
Create your own employment on Beau-
tiful St. Joseph Island at this estab-
lished bakery and cafe. Price includes
land, building and equipment. Great
visibility and high traffic area as you
enter the island. 
Continue the exiting business model or
initiate your own ideas. Great business
opportunity.

COMMERCIAL

VARIETY STORE PLUS!
A unique opportunity to operate a
well established store in Hilton
Beach. Convenience store, Lotto,
LCBO outlet. High traffic location and
near the waterfront and busy marina.

PINE CONE COTTAGE
Professionally designed and built in
2002 capturing the spirit and romance
of a vintage camp. Careful attention to
detail and craftsmanship is evident in
the local stone fireplace, custom oak
flooring, woodwork, railings, cabi-
netry, vaulted ceilings and cedar sid-
ing. Open concept design leads
through Andersen french doors to
huge screened porch. Beautiful views
of the North Channel from this mature
treed waterfront lot. $339,000.

BE YOUR OWN BOSS!
Commercial building in downtown
Hilton Beach close to the marina.
Presently operated as a restaurant
which can be continued or converted
to other uses. Turn your business idea
into a reality.  Great opportunity for
year round or seasonal business.  Call
for more info $119,500.

STUNNING VISTAS
Striking off grid Viceroy Home with
great views over Desbarats Lake.
Floor to ceiling windows flood 3 levels
with natural light.  Fully furnished in-
cluding stainless steel appliances,
hickory cabinets, woodstove and 700
sq ft decking. Full basement and lo-
cated on 6Acres $479,000.

new listing new listing
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REAL ESTATE BROKERAGEDAVID NELSON
Sales Representative

david@realestatestop.com

705-949-7867 Office
705-941-1947 Cell

3345 Haight Road
Gorgeous cottage with spectacular view of

Twin Lakes. $234,900 

3236 Ash Street
Gorgeous island home on 2.5 acres. custom designed &

built with natural cedar siding. $359,900

Lot 35 Desbarats Lake
768’ Front 18 acres

$79,900

2328 Huron Line
Bright & spacious in a gorgeous country setting this
significantly updated 3 bdrm bungalow has it all!

$239,900

1295 C Line Road
Spacious custom built 1600 sq. ft. brick

home. Features too numerous to list and all
on 10 acres.  $369,900

1355 Richards
Excellent brick bungalow with spectacular
view overlooking Richards Landing & the

North Channel! $394,900

5140 Wierzbicki
Waterfront 3 bdrm, open concept with

loads of glass. $229,900

1552 Sailor’s Encampment
228’ of sandy shoreline! Updated & well

maintained, character home  $295,000

141 Birkshire Place
Executive home with custom kitchen, sunken

family rm & living rm. A must see!  $495,900

1581 Bridge Road,  (Mom’s Restaurant)
Well established popular restaurant in high 

traffic location. 70+ seats. Great opportunity!
$229,900

3034 Ringham
Extensively renovated 2 bdrm bungalow. Excellent pellet

stove for cost efficient heating. $118,500
24 Valhalla

Spacious 3 bedroom in prime location. Main floor 
family room and more.  $264,900

3654 Hamilton Dr.
Quality built cottage with lake intake & com-
posting toilet, hdwd & more $179,000 

Lots 6, 7, 8 & 9 Canoe Point Rd.
410’ water frontage on Canoe Point Road

$369,900
51 Island Gawas Bay

Own your own island! Stunning setting in 
Gawas Bay with gorgeous cottage. 224,900

• ST. JOSEPH ISLAND WATERFRONT 
RED MAPLE DRIVE...

• CALL ME FOR ST. JOSEPH ISLAND
HUNTING/WOOD LOTS AND WATERFRONT LOTS
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willson-carter
L AW Y E R S

C. Bruce Willson, B.A., LL.B., LL.M.
Lindsay D. Marshall, B.A., J.D.

For all your Residential & 
Commercial Real Estate needs.

Let us take care of you with 
courteous and professional Services.

• Purchases  • Sales  
• Mortgages   • Title Searches  

• Title Insurance

www.willsoncarter.com
494 Albert Street, East

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario
Tel: (705) 942-2000 • Fax: (705) 942-6511

Get a FREE Mortgage
Check Up!

PRIVATE MORTGAGES AVAILABLE!!
1st & 2nd Mortgages/Refinances/Renewals

APPLY @ www.AlgomaMortgage.com
Recreational Waterfront & Non-Residents

5 Year Fixed 2.59%
5 Year VRM 2.25%

(OAC/Subject to change)

QUEEN & GORE
705-256-LOAN

(5626)
The Real Estate Stop Inc, Brokerage is independently Owned and Operated Licence #10572

Dan Alessandrini AMP
Broker/Owner

Agent #M09001322
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RICHARDS LANDING ARTS &
CULTURAL EVENTS COMMITTEE

Presents:

Concert Series

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 
Showtime at 8:00 p.m.
For more information
or to order tickets

Call 705-246-2625 Ext. 200

In Partnership with:

Richards Landing Old Town Hall
1211 Richards Street, Richards Landing

& AlgomaTrad
algomatrad.ca

St. Joseph Island Coffee
Roasters

freshfaircoffee.com 

Friday, February 19
CRAIG CARDIFF
craigcardiff.com
$15 in advance
($20 at the door)

Friday, March 11
DAVID FRANCEY
davidfrancey.com
$30 in advance
($35 at the door)

Saturday, March 26
THE YOUNG
NOVELISTS
theyoungnovelists.com
$10 at the door

All 3 for just $55!

Time to Think About Road Salt

Now that we’re into more winter like conditions I’ll ask the
reader to remember what weather conditions were like before
Christmas. It was on Wednesday, December 16th that Sherry
and I were driving home from the Sault. It was late at night
and we had left the Sault in heavy rain. When we reached the
turn-off, we ran into a very heavy layer of road salt. It contin-
ued all the way across the bridge and to Hilton, uninter-
rupted. It was so thick in places that it sounded like driving
on a coarsely graveled road. Before home I turned into the
maintenance yard at Hilton and asked the driver why he was
laying down so much salt in the pouring rain. It was 6 degrees
that night with no forecast of temperature change let alone
frost or snow. 

He told me the order came from Lindsay Talon at the Echo
Bay yard. At the junction of the corner there was a ring of salt
three feet in diameter and several inches thick. The impeller
had not been engaged. The next morning I checked the tem-
perature for the night. The lowest recorded was 4.2 degrees. 

I could find no phone number for Transfield, so I called Mr.
Buck at Michael Mantha’s office. He was very helpful, added
my concerns to a growing number of complaints against the
company and gave me Transfield’s number at Echo Bay. He
also gave me the number for the MTO office in the Sault and
a contact at the Ministry of the Environment. I called the
Echo Bay yard to register this act of negligent stupidity. While
waiting to be connected with Mr. Talon at 12:00 noon, the
salt truck went by again, laying yet another carpet of salt. No
snow, no freezing, temp about 4 to 5 degrees. Mr. Talon never
called back.

My next move was to register a complaint with the Ministry
of the Environment. I was patched through to the District Su-
perintendent. He took my concerns and said they would file a
notice with Transfield. I next called the MTO. The District
Maintenance Superintendent, Mr. Tony Rota was away at the
time. 

After the New Year, Mr. Rota and I did speak but, in the in-
terim, Transfield had again laid down more salt, for no appar-
ent reason and on more than one occasion. By chance, we
happened to have been following a truck from the Hilton
yard to Kent’s Corner. When the truck turned the corner and
headed to the bridge we were amazed at the thick cloud of
salt dust, which rose and settled again, brought up from the
road bed by the passing truck. I photographed many sections
of the highway that morning. It was with this information in
hand that I spoke with Mr. Rota. 

Island Insight
Letters to the Editor printed in the Island Insight Column
reflect the views of the writer and not necessarily those of the 
Island Clippings.
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On the morning of Sunday January the 10th., on the way to
the Sault, the highway looked as if it had been painted with
white paint. Previous applications had been so thick that not
even subsequent rains managed to wash it away. 

I was angry enough at this senseless stupidity to initiate envi-
ronmental charges based on acts of negligence and willful en-
vironmental damage and told Mr. Rota so. He informed me
that the MOE had been contacted and even his staff had
noted a “generous application” of salt when traveling from
North Bay on Highway 17 on those very dates in December.
So had several OPP officers on highway patrol. Well that
makes more than just me. 

Here’s what happens when money, and an over-abundance of
supply (salt) get together. Someone will get hurt. In this case
it’s our environment, in particular the water and the wildlife.
Two of my neighbours have had MTO drill new wells for
them as a result of salt damage. I’ve also been told, based on
geological authority, that the Island gets its water from pre-
cipitation and ground water does not come from the lakes.
What goes in from above the soil affects the water supply.
Need we say more? 

Want more cost? Our vehicles prematurely rust. And thirdly, I
hate paying tax dollars to willful negligence. According to the
District MTO Maintenance Superintendent, not all of High-

way 548 gets an even distribution of salt. Some areas, like
ours .... a lot, others ..... none, depending upon the classifica-
tion of that section of highway. One change apparently takes
place right at Birch Street in Hilton Beach. Here salt ends,
sand begins.

On the morning of January 10th, the highway had again been
salted. Not plowed, but salted. We drove through about 3
inches of salt slush all the way to the turnoff. Sunday night
February 14th, we were driving home when we noticed
Transfield laying down a very thick layer of salt on Highway
17. The highway was bare. The outside thermometer in the
car read -17 C. What gives? 

Here’s where the 4 councils can get together. Declare Highway
548 a salt free zone. Change the classification for winter
maintenance. With proper plowing technique a good applica-
tion of sand should be just fine. Over the years literally tons
of unnatural, imported corrosive road salt have been poured
into our soil bed. How about replacing it with Island sand!
Remember the remainder of Highway 548 gets only sand.
Let’s make it all sand. If contract and money are the issue,
let’s start with the government and Transfield. Do they get a
bonus for the tons of salt used? What does their maintenance
contract state? Let’s see a published copy.

Continued on page 14
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FOR SALE

Argo Trend blower for compact
tractor, 3 pt. hitch, 42" cut. Used
3 times. Paid $1,500. asking
$1,000. Call 705 246-2927.

ITEMS WANTED

Wanted: Cross Country Skis,
poles and boots for: man shoe
size 9, woman shoe size 7, child
shoe size 1, child shoe size 11.
Please call 705 246-0979.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Kensington Conservancy is
currently looking for motivated
volunteers to assist us with gath-
ering information for and moni-
toring our properties, running the
Junior Explorers program, work-
ing on the Stobie Creek Rehabil-
itation Project and making our
planet a better place. For more
information, contact Carter at
carterdorscht.tkc@gmail.com or
705 297-0677.

Drop in at the Hilton Union Pub-
lic Library on Monday nights
from 7-9 pm to get help with
your computer/tablet/ereader or
cell phone. There will be no for-
mal class, but someone on staff
to help answer your questions.
Please note that this is replacing
our Wednesday Night Computer
Skill Tutorial.
Everyone is invited to attend a
planning meeting of the Sault
and Area Health Coalition on Fri-
day, February 19, 9:30 am, at
Reggie’s, 458 Queen St. E.,
Sault Ste. Marie. For more infor-
mation, please contact Margo
Dale at 705 254-2885.
Join the SJI Horticultural Society
on Thursday, February 25, 2016
at Harmony St. Mark's Fellow-
ship Hall at 7PM sharp. Dale
Jackson will talk about “Apples
on the Island” and grafting of
apple trees. Everyone is wel-
come. 

SITUATIONS WANTED

Looking to share the cost and
driving to London anytime from
now until February 20th. Please
text 226 239-4686 or call 705
246-3792

THANK YOU

Thank you from the Jocelyn
Recreation Committee to all the
participants, supporters and vol-
unteers who helped make our
Maple Syrup Stampede Ski Lop-
pet a success once again. Big
thanks to our syrup producers.
Snow arrived on time, the trails
were great, the weather cooper-
ated and as usual, according to
reports, everyone had a great
day and a great meal. (Must
have been the cookies)

Friday Night Foods
at the Legion

The special is Cabbage Rolls
and Perogies along with 

the regular menu.

Entertainment 
will be

The Ross Phillips Band
Entertainment supplied by 

volunteer musicians

Come and try your luck
at the meat draw!

Take out available

I strongly suggest that we take action and hold Transfield,
the MTO and the MOE accountable. Get the municipal
water tested for Hilton Beach. Let’s see what the analysis for
salt indicates. Rumour also has it that they rent the old
MTO Hilton yards for a measly dollar a year. How much
contamination comes from there? A little investigation and
public support can go a long way. Hold them all account-
able. And if there has to be a charge of willful and negligent
environmental damage laid against Transfield, then so be it.

Ian Hoover, Hilton Beach  

CPP Disability Tribunal Isn’t Performing

Most people who work in Canada pay into social program
schemes, some of which are designed to act as a safeguard
against the loss of income. Employment Insurance is one of
those programs and CPP, which most people know as a pen-
sion scheme, is another. That’s because CPP processes dis-
ability claims which are a much needed source of income
for Canadians who are dealing with a change in their ability
to work, due to severe and prolonged disabilities often re-
lated to illness or accident.

Changes to the way the program processed applications that
were instituted in 2012 by the Conservatives were among
the issues reported on by the Auditor General (AG).  The
new process that was supposed to speed up decisions has
done the opposite, according to AG, Michael Ferguson. He
stated that the Conservative’s new Social Security Tribunal
of Canada actually slowed down the processing of claims by
a significant length of time.

When the tribunal was rolled out it was touted as the fix for
a backlog. Over time it became apparent that the tribunal
was not working. It had become a landing spot for individu-
als with close ties to the Conservative party and it appeared
the changes may have had more to do with patronage than
performance. What the AG report confirmed was that both
the backlog and wait times for claims to be appealed have
nearly doubled. 

Now, instead of anecdotal evidence that point to problems,
we have solid and unflattering numbers. The backlog has
grown from 6,585 cases in 2012 to 10,871 by the end of
2014, while the wait time for an appeal decision has hit a
mind-boggling 884 days. Those decisions are supposed to be
arrived at within 120 days according to the Department of
Employment and Social Development’s service standard. It
is clear that the Social Security Tribunal is not working.
Whether it was designed to operate in that manner is an-
other question.

What should not be lost in the discussion are the Canadians
who are caught up in the debacle. When he delivered his re-
port, Michael Ferguson said, “These are Canadian workers.
These are people who have worked in the Canadian work-

ISLAND INSIGHT . . . continued from page 13
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246-2777 RICHARDS LANDING

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10 - 5  •  SUNDAY 11 - 5

Do you need a

baby gift
for a new arrival or an older little one.

Visit Moose
Sweats First!

Books, “Sophie the Giraffe”, Sippy cups,
feeding dishes, puppets and interactive toys

Soft bamboo sleepers, towels and washcloths

Pacifiers that close before it hits the floor,
and cloth travel high chair

WE HAVE EXPANDED OUR BABY SECTION

The Township of 
St. Joseph

PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD
The St. Joseph Township Public Library is seeking 
volunteers to fill two vacant seats on the Library Board.
The Library Board is a separate, independent corporation
with the legal duty to provide a comprehensive and 
efficient public library service that reflects the commu-
nity’s unique needs. Residents of St. Joseph or Jocelyn
with an interest in advocating for the Library are encour-
aged to contact the Township office or the Library for an
application form, or you may download the form directly
from www.stjosephtownship.com under News, Notices
and Minutes.  

This is a Council appointed position for the remainder of
the Council term, being October 2018.  

The deadline for applications is Monday, March 7, 2016.
For further information, please contact the Library at
246-2353, or 246-3942, or at sjtlibrary@gmail.com, or
the Clerk Administrator at 246-2625, ext 202.  

Friday Night Foods For Valentines
FRIDAY NIGHT FOODS at the Legion took on a warm, spe-
cial atmosphere last week as Valentine’s Day arrived two days
early. In honour of the occasion, diners enjoyed their meals
served in the Legion Hall, rather than the lounge, with carna-
tions for the ladies. Highway 548, also known as Paula and
Mike Cormier and Ed Arthurs, was also on hand to keep the
night going with their own special offering of musical treats.

Photos By Barb Harten

force and they made their contributions to the CPP, and this is
one of the benefits that they expect to be there when they need
it.”

I have often suggested that Employment Insurance is evolving
into a revenue tool and another form of taxation. It would ap-
pear that CPP disability is in danger of becoming that too. It is
up to the current government to prove that is not their plan
and the only way to do that it is to deal with the delays and
backlogs so that people who need help actually get it.

Carol Hughes, MP
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Friday
Hens & Stitches, Dr. Trefry Centre - 10 am to 12 pm
705 246-0036

Island Cast-a-Weighs, Calorie Watchers, Hilton 
Community Hall (rear door, basmt) - 8:30 am

Walking at the Legion - 9 am to noon

Friday Foods at the Legion

AA Meeting, United Church (new addition, side door) - 8 pm

Saturday 
The Children’s Library - 10 am to 3 pm, Storytime at 10:30 am

Hilton Union Public Library - 1 pm to 5 pm
Free pool all day in the Legion lounge

St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 10 am to 3 pm

St. Boniface Roman Catholic, Hilton Beach at 4:30 pm.

Teen Game Night - Legion lounge - 6 pm to 9 pm 

Sunday
The Anglican Parish of St. Joseph & St. George
worships at 11 am at Holy Trinity, Jocelyn

Free Methodist, 10th Side Rd. Coffee, tea and friendship at
10:30 am. Worship service 11 am.

Island Bible Chapel, Richards Landing. 
Lord’s Supper 10 am, Family Bible Hour 11:15 am.

Grace United, Hilton Beach. 9:30 am.

Harmony St. Marks United, Richards Landing. 11 am. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, at MacLennan
Hall, Primary, Priesthood, Relief Society.10 - 10:40  
Sunday School 10:50 - 11:30  Sacrament Meeting 11:40 - 12:30

Monday
Walking at the Legion - 9 am to noon

Euchre, Legion Hall - 7:30 pm ($4.00 per person)

Bridge, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm to 4 pm
(Open to all seniors) 705 246-0036
Exercise Class, Dr. Trefry Centre - 10 am
Free pool all day in the Legion lounge

Carpet Bowling for 50 Plus, Legion 
- Refreshments Available - 1 pm
St. Joseph Twp, Public Library - 5 pm to 8 pm
Hilton Union Library - 3 pm to 5 pm & 7 pm to 9 pm 

Tuesday
Cribbage (singles), Legion Hall - 7:30 pm 
($4.00 per person)

Free pool all day in the Legion lounge

Quilting - 1-3 pm, Main Floor Waterfront Centre, Hilton Beach
except the 3rd week held at the Trefry Centre. 705 246-0036

Childcare Algoma C.A.P. Children’s Playgroup - 10 am to noon
at Free Methodist Church

Yoga, Old Town Hall, RL - 7 to 8:30 pm, drop-ins welcome

Wednesday 
Walking at the Legion - 9 am to noon

Nordic Pole Walking at the Legion - 10 am

Life Labs at the Dr. Trefry Centre - 9:30 to 10:30 am

Free pool in the Legion lounge

Bridge, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm to 5 pm  (Open to all seniors)
705 246-0036

St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 10 am to 3 pm

Food Bank, United Church, Richards Landing 
(side door) - 1 pm to 3 pm

Children’s Library 9 am - 12 Noon, Storytime at 10:30 am

Hilton Union Public Library - 1 pm to 5 pm - 
Phone number: 705 255-3520.

League pool in the Legion Lounge at 7:30

Wednesday Food at the Legion 7:30 to 9 pm

Thursday
Dr. Trefry Centre’s Day Out Program - 9 am to 3 pm.

Coffee Connections 9 am, Dr. Trefry Centre, Come for a coffee! 

Children’s Library 9 am - 12 noon, Storytime at 10:30 am, After
school Program 3:30 pm to 5 pm, 

Free pool all day in the Legion lounge

Exercise Class, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm

The Children’s Library, 10 am - 3 pm, Storytime 10:30 am

St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 3 pm to 8 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON ST. JOE

BUBBLES ISLAND
CLEANING SERVICE

BUSINESS & RESIDENTIAL CLEANING
UPHOLSTERY/CARPET CLEANING

PHONE 705 542-9215
EMAIL: BUBBLESICS@HOTMAIL.COM

richwood hair design
DONNA BOND
OWNER/HAIRSTYLIST

705 971-4220
Unit 1, Waterfront Centre

Hilton Beach

Debbie’s Hair Hut
A full service family salon offering

only the finest hair products.
Debbie Shaughnessy - Owner705  246-0457

Andrea S. Young, RMT
REGISTERED MASSAGE

THERAPIST

705 542-2840

88 Barr Road S.
Desbarats

Woody's Automotive
For all your automobile, 

snowmobile & ATV repairs
705 246-8800

Hilton Beach

Classified Ads and Announcements
The Island Clippings is pleased to publish personal Classified Ad-
vertising and Public Service Announcements of 50 words or less,
free of charge to Island residents, as a community service. Other
than personal for sale ads (please limit three items) the announce-
ment must be of value to the community. We reserve the right to
decide if the ad is of service to the community. Please identify
yourself when sending in a classified or your ad will not be pub-
lished.

Ads or announcements for non-residents or items or services, to
be sold for profit, or generate income or events charging an en-
trance fee (which includes “not for profit organizations”) as well
as items valued at over $1,000. will incur a nominal charge of $10.
plus HST. We reserve the right to determine if a fee is required.
We reserve the right to edit down to 50 words or less.

Business or commercial ads, including those placed by individu-
als do not qualify as Classified ad or Public Service Announce-

ments. Such advertising must be via display advertising, governed
by our published rates in effect at that time.
Ads or announcements will appear in one issue, but may be re-
peated, to a maximum of three weeks (space permitting). Adver-
tiser must resubmit ad each week. To ensure space for everyone,
please limit your content to a maximum of 50 words.

Ads can be placed by: Email to: islandclippings@gmail.com 
or by phone 705 246-1635 (from 9 – 5,  Mon-Fri)
or fax 705 246-7060. 
Mail to: Island Clippings
RR1, Hilton Beach, ON  P0R 1G0
Or simply put it in our pick-up box conveniently located at Am-
beault’s. Kent’s Corner & the Hilton Beach Waterfront Centre. 
Sorry, we’re not available on Sundays.


