
WE HEARD THAT PHRASE quite a few times last Thursday,
as more than 50 residents came out to be seen and heard on
behalf of our local hospital.

It appears that, once again, Matthews Memorial Hospital
might fall victim to yet another round of cost-saving cuts to
services. Gaston Lavigne, CEO of the Blind River District
Health Centre, under whose umbrella MMH has operated for
the past three years, reluctantly confirmed last week that a
presentation involving three possible cost-cutting measures
had been made last November to the North East LHIN for
consideration. None of the measures could be described as
being beneficial anywhere except perhaps on the balance
sheets  - in fact they would surely have a very negative impact
on health care throughout the BRDHC catchment area.

Option 1 is to close the out-patient lab at the Blind River site.
The second option is to close the long-term care unit, also at

the Blind River site. The third is to “restructure services at
Matthews Memorial Hospital.”  While one could certainly
view all of these choices as bad, Option # 3 has stirred up a
hornet’s nest of outrage and concern in our community
about the future of our local hospital. 

The rumours began to fly last Tuesday that BRDHC was
about to reduce MMH’s emergency services from 24 hours a
day to 12 hours, from 7 am to 7 pm. Such a move would fun-
damentally downgrade MMH from a hospital to perhaps a
‘clinic’.

Then came a Media Release from St. Joseph Township mayor
Jody Wildman, bringing the BRDHC proposal - of which
there had not been the slightest whisper to our community or
to the Matthews Memorial Hospital Association in five
months - out into the light of day.
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“I received a phone call from Algoma-Manitoulin MPP Mike
Mantha about some calls he’d received at his office,” he told
us. “After some digging I learned that the BRDHC CEO has
asked the LHIN for support to look at cutting our Emergency
Room hours to only 12 hours per day.” 

Mr. Lavigne has neither confirmed nor denied publicly that
this was the case, but he did offer insight into the financial
strain under which BRDHC is presently operating. With in-
sufficient funding from the
Provincial government,
BRDHC, like so many other
hospitals, has been tightening its
belt, operating at a deficit and
tapping into reserve funds to
meet the demands of maintain-
ing services. The LHIN will not
allow the hospital to continue
subsidizing its operations from
its financial reserves. With insuf-
ficient funds coming in, the only
thing left to do is to look at cut-
backs to save costs.

“BRDHC has managed to re-
duce costs by $177,000, mostly

at the Blind River site, without affecting patient care, but that
is not enough.”  said Mr. Lavigne. “We are being forced to re-
duce costs further to make up for a $498,000 deficit and it
will affect our patient care this time around”.

And so begins a new chapter in our community’s long history
of fighting for its local hospital. Along with alarm at the news
comes a sense of betrayal by the Ontario health care system.
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“We have been under threat before when we were with Sault
Area Hospital,” stated Mayor Wildman. “As a result, the area
LHIN representative approached us with the idea that we
would find a better fit with Blind River. The Blind River CEO
seemed sincere at that time that he believed we should not
only maintain, but eventually enhance, the services offered at
Matthews. … It is our hope that the LHIN will continue to
support our health services and deny BRDHC’s request.” 

The Matthews Memorial Hospital Association was also taken
by surprise. Upon receiving word from her contacts that the
rumours could indeed be true, Chair Sheila Campbell imme-
diately convened a special meeting of the MMHA board. “We
are looking at the situation and we are developing our own
proposal to the LHIN that we hope will enable us to secure the
future of our hospital and its services.” she reports. She did
not share any details on the MMHA scenario, but promises to
“go public” with it when the full details are worked out. 

In the meantime, the battle lines were quickly drawn. When
word spread that a CTV reporter would be visiting the MMH
site on March 3rd to ‘shoot’ video for the evening news, over
50 concerned residents and MMHA board members turned
out on very short notice, to give the reporter what he was
looking for. Several residents were interviewed, providing their
own stories of emergencies that happened well after 7 pm.
Mayor Wildman, along with Councillor Lorraine Aelick, also
shared a copy of a Resolution passed the previous night by the
Township of St. Joseph Council. 

The Resolution demands that BRDHC re-affirm its commit-
ment to maintaining 24 hour emergency care at MMH, and
further seeks that BRDHC begin a process to improve their
understanding of Central Algoma residents’ health care needs
and to work with the area communities to develop a compre-
hensive plan to better meet those needs.

Copies of the Resolution have also been provided to the other
municipalities in MMH’s catchment area, in the hope that
they too will pass similar Resolutions of their own. Local resi-
dent Lavera Crack and Lynn Watson, Mayor of MacDonald,
Meredith and Aberdeen Additional Township, which includes
the communities of Echo Bay, Bar River and Sylvan Valley, also

Come enjoy some homemade stew, biscuits,
dessert, beverage and a visit with friends. 

For further information call 
705-246-2025

Sponsored by the Jocelyn Recreation Committee

Irish
Stew Supper

$13.00
per adult

12 years
& under

$5.00
pay at the door

Saturday,
March 12th
5 to 7:30 pm
Jocelyn
Township
Hall

SPRING 2016
SEASON Monday March 7th - Saturday April 23rd Hours • Monday-Saturday

8 am - 8pm • Closed Sundays
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advised us that the Central Algoma Rural Health Care Steer-
ing Committee, a key factor in our last fight to save the hos-
pital, will once again convene to face this latest possible
threat. 

The Committee, consisting of appointed representatives from
the participating municipalities and the MMHA board, will
meet on March 17th at 7:30 pm at McLennan Hall. Lavera re-
minds us that, although it will not be a public meeting, the
Committee does not have ‘closed’ meetings. Residents wish-
ing to attend as spectators would not be turned away, al-
though space limitations could become a factor.

Several residents are also taking the matter directly to the
LHIN on their own. Carol Smith, for example emailed LHIN
CEO Louise Paquette and received a reply from Jennifer Wal-
lenius, the LHIN’s Senior Officer for the Algoma area. Ms.
Wallenius offered a reassuring message …. we think! She
writes: “We at the NE LHIN work with all of our small hospi-
tals to ensure they remain financially healthy and sustainable
ensuring people in our communities have their health care
needs met.”  

“We are currently working with Blind River District Health
Center and encouraging them to begin and continue their
engage with the communities along the North Shore to un-
derstand all health needs for residents in the communities
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they serve. This could include home care, pal-
liative care, primary care, acute care, long term
care, etc. We want to ensure that health care
dollars being spent on the Island and across the
entire system are invested in what residents
truly need.”

“The question we are hoping to better under-
stand “What health care services do you need
to remain healthy and well on St. Joseph’s Is-
land?”

“We are always open to residents’ feedback – as
you may know – that is part of our mandate –
to engage with our communities. Hope this
helps – and thank you for your message. You
can always reach out directly to BRDHC as
well.”

Carol quickly thanked her for her ‘politically
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Rod Wessell 
and Son

• Septics • Road Building
• Lot Clearing

Open Storage Available
Call 246-2811 Days or
evenings and weekends

DON’S GARAGE
RR#1 

RICHARDS LANDING  ON

Tel: 705 246-2545
Fax: 705 246-1289
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                                              www.kentvale.com

Sales & Service
712 K Line Road

You must see this 127 year old 
General Store

246-2002              www.kentvale.com

HAZARD TREE REMOVAL
• Professional

• Certified
• Trained

• Experienced
• Local

Call Matt at 
(705) 542-9951

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

Call 
705 257-7006

Remodeling•Renovation•Maintenance
GENERAL HANDYMAN SERVICES

Call GREG 989•7794 IHI@live.ca

ISLAND HOME IMPROVEMENT

Published weekly by 
Heather & Brian Fox

HOW TO REACH US:

By email: islandclippings@gmail.com
By phone: 705 246-1635  •  By fax: 705 246-7060

By mail: The Island Clippings, 5285 5th Side Road,
R. R. 1, Hilton Beach, Ontario  P0R 1G0.

Or simply use one of the Island Clippings boxes
conveniently located at Ambeault’s. 

Kent’s Corner and the 
Hilton Beach Waterfront Centre
Off-Island Subscription Rates:  

$65. per year plus tax.

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be 
liable for damage arising from errors in advertisements be-
yond the amount paid for the space actually occupied by
that portion of the ad in which the error occured. There shall
be no liability for non-insertion of any ad. Cost for ads may
be adjusted from time to time due to price increases of
postage, paper and ink. Ads cannot be copied. The editor re-
serves the right to edit, revise, classify or reject an ad. Arti-
cles submitted do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
editor. 

Like us on Facebook!
The Clippings is in full colour

on Facebook
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Please Share!

Your Island
TUPPERWARE

Susan Strader, Consultant
islandtupperware@hotmail.com 705 246-7029

Catalogues, products and service

Available at
Kent’s Corner

Available Every Day 
of the Week

at 1139 D Line, Richards Landing
Call 246-1628 for an Appointment

Dr. Dean Love
Chiropractor

Young Livings 
“Essential Oils” Workshop
Sunday March 20th 2016. 1-3 pm

Hilton Beach, 3100 Bowker Street. Resv by. Mar 14th
$10 per person • prizes, refreshments & info 

Contact Donna 705 971-4220
dbond6759@gmail.com

It’s more than just a drop of oils...
It can compliment your life style.

Continued on page 6
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correct’ reply then went right back to the heart of the matter,
asking “In order to answer the question  - “What health care
services do you need to remain healthy and well on St.
Joseph’s Island?” - there needs to be a conversation with the
residents. When can we meet?” To our knowledge, Ms. Walle-
nius has yet to reply.

In the meantime, the good relationship between Blind River
CEO Gaston Lavigne and Mayor Wildman might be cooling
just a tad. “We’ll see what the response is,” Mr. Wildman said.
“There is a bit of a response from Blind River but not a whole
lot. They don’t think I know what I am talking about.”

“What I understand is that it’s a proposal they (BRDHC)
want to consider,” he reiterated. “If they are looking at ways
to change services, then it would be nice of them to approach
the community first, because we serve a catchment area from
Echo Bay to Bruce Mines and the Island, that’s 6,000 people.”

“Unfortunately Mayor Wildman does not have his facts in
order,” wrote Mr. Lavigne in a brief email,  published in a
SooToday article last week. To our knowledge, Mr. Lavigne
has not yet publicly elaborated on his comment nor replied
to requests for more information.

The Island Clippings will always strive for fair and balanced
reporting. We believe that the pressures facing Mr. Lavigne
and his management team are very real, just as we also ap-
plaud the initiative shown by Mr. Wildman and his council.
With the stakes so high, these matters deserve to be worked
through in partnership with those affected by them, and not
decided for us by government bean counters in a closed
boardroom.

MPP Mike Mantha was also quick to act, meeting personally
with Mr. Lavigne to discuss the situation. “Right now these
options are simply ‘ideas’ put forward as possible ways in
which to balance the hospital’s budget. There is no concrete
plan on what to do and absolutely nothing will happen with-
out a direction from the LHIN to develop one or more of
those ideas.” he told us. “Mr. Lavigne assures me that, should
that become the case, he will of course act in close consulta-
tion and cooperation with the mayors of the communities
involved and the MMH Association.”

“Of course, the root of the entire problem is the failure of
government to provide the proper level of funding in the first
place.” he continued. “In fact, BRDHC has been providing
some services, such as outpatient lab work, and receiving no
funding from the government for doing so.”

“I believe that we’re all working with the same goals here. We
should not be even discussing cutbacks … we need to con-
stantly be working to maintain and enhance our healthcare.”
Mr. Mantha asserted. “I’ll be glad to help both BRDHC and

17 E Trading Post
Carillion
Heritage Home Hardware
Building Centre
Hi-Way Variety Bait
&Tackle
Island Timbr Mart
Jeremy Eckford
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Kids Cops Canadian Tire
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Northern Credit Union
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Pure H2O
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The Ernie Eddy Memorial Children’s
Fish Derby would like to send a
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2016 SPONSORS”

A special THANKS to the people who donated cookies
and all the people who helped to make this day possible.
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at
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Offering in home
service only

Serving Echo Bay
to Thessalon

Kari Gamble, RMT
Registered Massage

Therapy

Call and book an appointment today!
My Services include:

30 minutes.....$50.00       60 minutes.....$80.00
90 minutes.....$120.00

* Extra $10 charge for Echo Bay, Bruce Mines and Thesslon clients apply.

Call 705-971-2249
Email: karilynngamble@hotmail.com

I accept cash, credit, cheque as well as email money transfer.

Gift Certificates also available

the LHIN as a facilitator, to work through this problem and
to find the way back to maintaining and enhancing services.”

We hope that other factors will soon arise to help the situa-
tion. We wonder how much of the Ontario government’s
much-publicized $60 million increase in hospital funding
will find its way down to our little community hospital. The
math simply doesn’t work out well: while the budget could
generate about a 1% increase in funding, inflation is pro-
jected to be over 2%, so there’s little chance of any meaning-
ful benefit.

The Ontario Health Coalition isn’t very impressed either.
“Despite the government’s claims of “transformation” and
other euphemisms, very significant and damaging cuts are
happening to every size community hospital in every region
across Ontario.” It’s an opinion shared by Mr. Mantha as well.  

In contrast to this gloomy outlook, BRDHC is awaiting
LHIN funding approval for its proposed $10 million building
of a brand new hospital in Thessalon, remaining close to Al-
goma Manor, the North Channel Nurse Practitioner clinic
and West Wind Shores seniors apartments and assisted-living
complex. 

With the provincial healthcare purse-strings being so tightly
guarded, at least they’re getting it right somewhere!

Fifth Avenue Collection
Beautiful Jewellery for day wear or special occasions

Someone Getting Mar ried ? ?
SEE OUR EXCITING BRIDAL REGISTRY!!

Sign up now.....earn half-price jewellery - and cash!
AND a chance on $1000 toward your dream honeymoon!

Facebook.com/fifthavenuecollectionsusankerr
SHOP NOW...then Click on Project Radiance...

or call 705-257-6797
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TURN KEY
Bright and cheery 4 season cottage
with spectacular veiws of the channel
from the front porch.  Immaculately
restored with Napolean propane FP,
new flooring, insulation, shingles,
windows.  Garage and extra lot in-
cluded. $189,000.

Carl Thomas
Broker/Owner

705-246-8585
carlthomas@royallepage.ca
www.carlthomas.ca

View More Pictures on line at www.carlthomas.ca.

Northern Advantage
Office: 705-942-6000

ISLAND RETREAT!
Beautiful lakefront
home with kids ap-
proved sandy
beach.  recent reno-
vations include new
bath, flooring, shin-
gles, doors win-
dows and
insulation. Garage,
appliances and
some furnishings

add to the value of this great year round island home. $189,000.

IDEAL COUNTRY
Neat and cozy 2BR with custom field
stone FP sitting on 11A. Huge rear
deck with view of lake Huron. Perfect
retirement home minutes from 
Desbarats and marina.
$159,000.

A RUSTIC LANE
Private location for this newer ranch
style home set in a 100 acre maple
bush.  This stunning open concept fea-
tures 2.5baths, hardwood floors, full
basement, huge garage and separate
28 x 36 Shop. a "MUST SEE" at
$499,000.

CHARMING & COZY COTTAGE!
Nestled among the pines and cedars
this private 1.5 storey season cottage
features a unique blend of new and re-
claimed wood and may one of a kind
hand crafted wood details. Fabulous
view from the 2 tier deck and loft of
the lake. Lighthouse and sailboats.
Clean sandy beach for swimming and
bonfires. $249,900.

DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH!
4BR 2Bath bungalow needs some ten-
der loving care, some paint and floor-
ing. Built right on the rock on a large
lot in Bruce Mines on nice street
across the street from the water and
on town services. New heating system
just installed.  Needs a little work but
great price at $82,000.

Bright 4 BR cottage
features custom pine
and cedar interior
with (3) skylights.
Sliding doors open
up to wraparound
deck and beautifully
manicured yard with
spectacular views
and stunning sun-
sets. Wood burning
hand crafted cedar
sauna with shower

and change room. Driveway extends down to lake for boat access. Dock and deck.
Workshop with loft. $229,000.

AFFORDABLE
Two plus bedroom brick house nestled
in the heart of the village. Mature lot
with maple and lilac trees. Walk to the
marina, boardwalk and all amenities.
Updates include shingles 2015, win-
dows, furnace, insulation, chimney liner
2008. Enjoy life in the village for
$109,900.

COUNTRY CHARMER!
Very well kept 1+1 bedroom home on
4.5A lot. 30 minutes to Sault Ste. Marie.
Open concept living room, dining and
kitchen area, deck and nicely land-
scaped yard. 2 large garages, excellent
for the handyman. A Must See!
$179,000. Call Murray Pritchard
705-849-0976.

SWIMMING, FISHING & BOATING

HILTON BEACH
LOTS

Large rectangular residential building
lot with town water and good garden
soil. Quiet location $39,500.

Commercial building lot in the down
town core with town services and
frontage on Mark St. and Hwy 548.
$129,000.

Commercially zoned building lot on
Hwy 548 near the downtown with ac-
cess to town services. $119,000.

HOUSE AND SHOP!
5A country property with charming
3BR house, double garage and 2000sq
ft Steel shop with 3 overhead doors,
cement floor, insulated and heated and
presently operating as auto repair
garage which equipment can be pur-
chased separately. Ideal for a trades-
man or hobby garage. Call for more
info. $279,000.

WORLD CLASS SUNSETS!
Enjoy panoramic views of the water
and the passing ships from the huge
wrap around deck. Great family cot-
tage with 4 BR, open concept kitchen/
LR/DR and front sun room with fold
out couch for extra sleepers. Nice level
lot with great sand beach at Sunset
Point. New WETT certified wood stove.
$209,000.

Caroline Miller
Salesperson
416 931-1449 cell
705 542-9967 cell
705 942-6000 office
Carolinemiller@royallepage.ca 

new price

new price

LIVE, WORK, PLAY!
Long established family business on in
town acre lot. Variety and gift store
with Lotto. 40 x 60 steel building for
additional business uses. Extra lot for
additional expansion. Charming 3BR
home with full basement for owner or
additional rental income. Great family
opportunity.

ISLAND COMMERCIAL
Create your own employment on Beau-
tiful St. Joseph Island at this estab-
lished bakery and cafe. Price includes
land, building and equipment. Great
visibility and high traffic area as you
enter the island. 
Continue the exiting business model or
initiate your own ideas. Great business
opportunity.

COMMERCIAL

VARIETY STORE PLUS!
A unique opportunity to operate a
well established store in Hilton
Beach. Convenience store, Lotto,
LCBO outlet. High traffic location and
near the waterfront and busy marina.

PINE CONE COTTAGE
Professionally designed and built in
2002 capturing the spirit and romance
of a vintage camp. Careful attention to
detail and craftsmanship is evident in
the local stone fireplace, custom oak
flooring, woodwork, railings, cabi-
netry, vaulted ceilings and cedar sid-
ing. Open concept design leads
through Andersen french doors to
huge screened porch. Beautiful views
of the North Channel from this mature
treed waterfront lot. $339,000.

BE YOUR OWN BOSS!
Commercial building in downtown
Hilton Beach close to the marina.
Presently operated as a restaurant
which can be continued or converted
to other uses. Turn your business idea
into a reality.  Great opportunity for
year round or seasonal business.  Call
for more info $119,500.

STUNNING VISTAS
Striking off grid Viceroy Home with
great views over Desbarats Lake.
Floor to ceiling windows flood 3 levels
with natural light.  Fully furnished in-
cluding stainless steel appliances,
hickory cabinets, woodstove and 700
sq ft decking. Full basement and lo-
cated on 6Acres $479,000.

new listing new listing
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REAL ESTATE BROKERAGEDAVID NELSON
Sales Representative

david@realestatestop.com

705-949-7867 Office
705-941-1947 Cell

3345 Haight Road
Gorgeous cottage with spectacular view of

Twin Lakes. $234,900 

3236 Ash Street
Gorgeous island home on 2.5 acres. custom designed &

built with natural cedar siding. $359,900

Lot 35 Desbarats Lake
768’ Front 18 acres

$79,900

2328 Huron Line
Bright & spacious in a gorgeous country setting this
significantly updated 3 bdrm bungalow has it all!

$239,900

1295 C Line Road
Spacious custom built 1600 sq. ft. brick

home. Features too numerous to list and all
on 10 acres.  $369,900

1355 Richards
Excellent brick bungalow with spectacular
view overlooking Richards Landing & the

North Channel! $394,900

5140 Wierzbicki
Waterfront 3 bdrm, open concept with

loads of glass. $229,900

1552 Sailor’s Encampment
228’ of sandy shoreline! Updated & well

maintained, character home  $295,000

141 Birkshire Place
Executive home with custom kitchen, sunken

family rm & living rm. A must see!  $495,900

1581 Bridge Road,  (Mom’s Restaurant)
Well established popular restaurant in high 

traffic location. 70+ seats. Great opportunity!
$229,900

3034 Ringham
Extensively renovated 2 bdrm bungalow. Excellent pellet

stove for cost efficient heating. $118,500
24 Valhalla

Spacious 3 bedroom in prime location. Main floor 
family room and more.  $264,900

3654 Hamilton Dr.
Quality built cottage with lake intake & com-
posting toilet, hdwd & more $179,000 

Lots 6, 7, 8 & 9 Canoe Point Rd.
410’ water frontage on Canoe Point Road

$369,900
51 Island Gawas Bay

Own your own island! Stunning setting in 
Gawas Bay with gorgeous cottage. 224,900

• ST. JOSEPH ISLAND WATERFRONT 
RED MAPLE DRIVE...

• CALL ME FOR ST. JOSEPH ISLAND
HUNTING/WOOD LOTS AND WATERFRONT LOTS1304 Richards Street

Affordable bright & spacious within walking
distance to all amenities! $129,900

1710 15th Side Road
Quality throughout in this bright 3 bdrm with

2 car garage & more! $269,900
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willson-carter
L A W Y E R S

C. Bruce Willson, B.A., LL.B., LL.M.
Lindsay D. Marshall, B.A., J.D.

For all your Residential & 
Commercial Real Estate needs.

Let us take care of you with 
courteous and professional Services.

• Purchases  • Sales  
• Mortgages   • Title Searches  

• Title Insurance

www.willsoncarter.com
494 Albert Street, East

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario
Tel: (705) 942-2000 • Fax: (705) 942-6511

Get a FREE Mortgage
Check Up!

PRIVATE MORTGAGES AVAILABLE!!
1st & 2nd Mortgages/Refinances/Renewals

APPLY @ www.AlgomaMortgage.com
Recreational Waterfront & Non-Residents

5 Year Fixed 2.59%
5 Year VRM 2.25%

(OAC/Subject to change)

QUEEN & GORE
705-256-LOAN

(5626)
The Real Estate Stop Inc, Brokerage is independently Owned and Operated Licence #10572

Dan Alessandrini AMP
Broker/Owner

Agent #M09001322



Page 12

ATTENTION VETERANS
Ex-Service & Still Serving Men & Women and Dependents

THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
SERVICE BUREAU OFFICER

203 - 510 Main St., E
North Bay ON  P1B 1B8

Will be visiting Branches in your area 
during the week of March 14, 2016

Anyone wishing information, advice or assistance regarding:
Veterans Affairs Canada Disability Pensions

Treatment for Entitled Veterans
Application for Poppy/Benevolent Funds

War Veterans Allowance
Appeals against unfavourable VAC decisions

Widows
is requested to contact the

Secretary of the local Branch
to book an appointment

Branch 374
St. Joseph Island

Branch Office Telephone # 705 246-2494

A free service offered by the Legion
“They served till death! Why not we?”

SATURDAY’S 13TH ANNUAL Ernie Eddie Memorial Chil-
dren’s Ice Fishing Derby, sponsored by the Hunters and An-
glers Association, had to be one of the best yet. A pleasant
mix of sun and cloud, combined with mild temperatures and
near-perfect ice conditions at Twin Lakes made for an ideal
day’s outing. And judging by the lineups of vehicles in every
direction and the throngs out on the ice, there were lots of
fishers and spectators alike who thought so too.

We got a chance to admire the Association’s new bigger and
better shelter provided by insulated tarps that were gener-
ously donated by Carillion in response to a presentation by
Neil Caughill. The tarps were married up to the existing shel-
ter, with kind permission of Hilton Township, and will be
much more manageable for use at future events than the tent
used in past years. We’ll tell you more about how Neil did
that, in a future issue when we have more space.

A Great Day of Family Fishing Fun!

Proud supporters of

your community; our 

family providing your

family with dignified, 

affordable service in 

your time of need.

Beggs Funeral Home Limited
Menard Funeral Home Inc.

Driftwood Cremation Centre Inc.
175 Main Street, Thessalon

705-842-2520
72 Lakeside Avenue, Blind River

705-356-7151

Celebrating Fifty Years

A Legacy of Caring Since 1965
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INVITATION TO JOIN THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Do you have a strong vision for rural health care and know which
direction it should be heading?

The Blind River District Health Centre is inviting candidates to
apply to be members of the Board of Trustees. The following skill
areas have been identified as the focus for 2016-2017:

�Legal Expertise•
�Clinical Experience•
�Knowledge and experience in Research & Statistics•
�Political Acumen•
�Public Affairs & Communications•

Application packages are available online at www.brdhc.on.ca or
at any of the following locations:

Blind River Site — Admitting Desk•
Thessalon Site — Front Entrance•
Matthews Memorial Site — Front Entrance•

Please send completed application packages no later than
4:00 pm on Monday, April 18, 2016 to:
All vacancies will be filled by vote at the upcoming Annual
General Meeting to take place June 14, 2016.

Biologists from the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry were also on hand, checking and measuring the
splake that were caught, in order to continue scientific track-
ing of the fish, with which they had stocked the lake so chil-
dren would have a place to fish with their parents, under
their ‘Kala Project’.

According to the final figures, there were a total of 162 chil-
dren registered, with 157 fish that were caught and regis-
tered, with many more being caught but not registered. The
catch included 84 perch, 70 splake and 3 pike. The first fish
caught was by Brody Bernatchez  from Sault Ste. Marie, a
perch weighing 1.3oz.

Continued on page 14
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FOR SALE

Chickens for sale. Three laying
hens. Not playing nice with my
other hens. $5 or best offer. 705
246-7357
Nintendo Wii for sale. Comes
with games.Hardly used so like
new. Asking $175 takes all.  Also
musical instrument: Silver C
Flute. Asking $150. Call 705
246-3789
Nintendo 64 with 11 games and
3 controllers: $80; 2 dressers:
$20 each; stereo stand: $15.
Call 705 246-2319

WORK WANTED

Experienced psw looking for
work in the evenings after 4. Call
Brandy 705 975-1816

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Hunters and Anglers gen-
eral membership meeting is on
Thursday March 10th at 8 pm.
Our guest speakers will be Char-
lene and Larry Skinkle speaking
on their recent trip to New
Zealand with scenery and
wildlife shots of the country.
Public is welcome to attend so
come out and see what your
local hunters and anglers have
been up to.
Breaking news: Teen Game
Night will allow electronic de-
vices and games during the
March Break. All board games,
cards and pool table will be
available. Families and the
Young at Heart all invited.  No
cost.  Saturday 6 to 9pm at Le-
gion lounge. For more informa-
tion call Anne 705-246-7269.

Friday Night Foods
at the Legion

The special is Hot Beef 
Sandwich by Terry Thomson

along with 
the regular menu.

Entertainment 
will be Hwy 548

Entertainment supplied by 
volunteer musicians

Come and try your luck
at the meat draw!

Take out available

FISHING DERBY . . . continued from page 13

Largest Pike Class:

1st place  -  Skylar Bourcier from  the Soo (3lbs, 4oz)  
2nd place -  Willow Duhaime  from  Chapleau   (3lbs, 1oz)
3rd place -  Darcie Nadjiwon from  Richards Landing  (1lb,
12oz)
Largest Trout (Splake)

1st  place was a tie with  Kendra Hansen from the Soo (1lb,
7oz) and Emma Bouchard also from the Soo (1lb, 7oz) while
3rd  place went to Sawyer Senko  - also from the Soo (1lb,
5oz)

Largest Perch

1st place -  Marciano Cranston from the Soo (4oz)
2nd place -  Charlotte Morrison  from the Soo  (3.7oz)
3rd place -  Tessa  Beauchamp  from  the Soo (3.6oz)

The smallest fish registered was caught by Natalie Wessell a
perch weighing in at (.2oz) and the  furthest traveled partici-
pant was Brylee Nickols from Indiana. 

Congratulations to the Fish Derby Committee - Richard &
Dolores Winter, Wayne & Judy Ingram and Graham Kent for
another terrific Derby and thanks to all of the helping hands
who made it all possible.

Kent’s Corner
& Mrs. Mac’s

Convenience store, fresh baking, 
take-out pizza, burgers, fries, chicken, etc.

Mrs. Mac’s is open Mondays through
Saturdays ‘til 7 pm.

705 246-1234

Applications will be received by the undersigned until
March 15, 2016 at 4:30 p.m. 

for the following position:

PART-TIME LANDFILL
ATTENDANT

A job description is available upon request. 
All applicants are thanked for their interest but only
those persons who are selected for an interview will

be contacted. Qualified applicants are invited to 
submit a letter of interest and re-sume to:  

Peggy Cramp, Clerk-Treasurer
Village of Hilton Beach

3100 Bowker Street, P. O. Box 25, 
Hilton Beach, ON   P0R 1G0

705-246-2242
peggy@hiltonbeach.com

VILLAGE OF
HILTON BEACH

Hilton Township Recreation is
holding their annual Children’s
Easter Party on Sunday, March
20 from 1:30 to 3:00 pm at the
Hilton Township Office, 2983
Base Line, Hilton Beach.
Crafts, treats and a free colour
photo of each young person
with the Easter Bunny! All kids
are welcome!
Jocelyn Recreation is holding
their Irish Stew Supper on 
Saturday, March 12th starting
at 5 pm at the Jocelyn Town-
ship Hall. Cost is $13 per adult
and $5 for kids 12 and under.
Come enjoy some homemade
stew, biscuits, dessert and bev-
erage. For further information
call 705 246-2025.

The Kensington Conservancy
is currently looking for moti-
vated volunteers to assist us
with gathering information for
and monitoring our properties,
running the Junior Explorers
program, working on the Stobie
Creek Rehabilitation Project
and making our planet a better
place. For more information,
contact Carter at carter-
dorscht.tkc@gmail.com or 705-
297-0677.

Deadline for 
classifieds is noon 

Tuesdays
Deadline for display
ads is Mondays at

3 pm
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246-2777 RICHARDS LANDING

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10 - 5  •  SUNDAY 11 - 5

Do you need a

baby gift
for a new arrival or an older little one.

Visit Moose
Sweats First!

Books, “Sophie the Giraffe”, Sippy cups,
feeding dishes, puppets and interactive toys

Soft bamboo sleepers, towels and washcloths

Pacifiers that close before it hits the floor,
and cloth travel high chair

WE HAVE EXPANDED OUR BABY SECTION

THE TOWNSHIP OF ST. JOSEPH

SUMMER STUDENT
EMPLOYMENT 

The following summer student positions are open: 
Marina Attendant 

Works/Environmental Services Attendant
Recreation Assistant

Students must be currently enrolled and returning to
school in September 2016. 

A cover letter and resume outlining which positions 
students are applying for should be sent to:

Carol O. Trainor, Clerk Administrator
The Township of St. Joseph 

P.O. Box 187, 1669 Arthur Street
Richards Landing, ON P0R 1J0

or by e-mail at stjoeadmin@bellnet.ca 

Application deadline is 4:00 p.m. 
MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2016 

THE TOWNSHIP ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS FROM 
ABORIGINALS, NEW CANADIANS AND VISIBLE 

MINORITIES. 

ONLY THOSE SELECTED FOR AN INTERVIEW 
WILL BE CONTACTED.

News Release

Matthews Association Response to
Threatened Closure

The Board of Matthews Memorial Hospital Association held
a special meeting last week so that Board Chair Sheila Camp-
bell could inform them of the proposal to close the Emer-
gency Department at Matthews Memorial Hospital. She had
confirmed the rumours of the proposed closure with
BRDHC CEO Gaston Lavigne Wednesday morning.

A meeting between the Association and the Rural Health
Steering Committee is planned for March 17 at 7:30 pm at
the McLennan Hall. At that time, the Association Board to-
gether with the Steering Committee will plan a strategy for
stopping the proposed closure. Members of the Board are
busy gathering data to defend our position that the Emer-
gency Department must remain open.

Many of the current members of the Board are veterans of
the fight to stop the last attempt to close the Emergency De-
partment at Matthews. “We have the experience and knowl-
edge to mount an effective campaign” said Campbell.

“This is all about Blind River District Health Centre being re-
quired by the NELHIN to balance their budget” said Camp-
bell. “And their own budget figures show that Matthews is
only responsible for a small amount of the overall deficit.”
The Board is working to determine how much of that por-
tion of the deficit is related to actual service delivery and how
much is overhead.

Watch for updates on Matthews Memorial Hospital 
Association’s new webpage ‘hhtp://matthewsmha.ca’.
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ROOMING BY

HELENA

8709 Hwy 17 E.
Bruce Mines, ON 

705 785-3739

Truly personal attention... 
Grooming one dog at a time - yours!

Professional dog grooming services for all breeds

Publisher's Note: We feel the need to add a point of clarification
to hopefully avoid possible confusion in terminology. We under-
stand the BRDHC 'Proposal' to be a reduction from 24 hour to
12 hour Emergency service and not outright closure of the
MMH Emergency services. Ms. Campbell clarifies that such a
reduction in hours would in fact, lead to the loss of MMH's hos-
pital charter, thereby forcing actual closure.
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Friday
Hens & Stitches, Dr. Trefry Centre - 10 am to 12 pm, 705 246-0036
Island Cast-a-Weighs, Calorie Watchers,moved to Hilton Beach Waterfront Centre, near 
Post Office, same time - 8:30 am
Walking at the Legion - 9 am to noon
Friday Foods at the Legion
AA Meeting, United Church (new addition, side door) - 8 pm

Saturday 
The Children’s Library - 10 am to 3 pm, Storytime at 10:30 am
Hilton Union Public Library - 1 pm to 5 pm
Free pool all day in the Legion lounge
St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 10 am to 3 pm

St. Boniface Roman Catholic, Hilton Beach at 4:30 pm.

Teen Game Night - Legion lounge - 6 pm to 9 pm 

Sunday
The Anglican Parish of St. Joseph & St. George 
worships at 11 am at Holy Trinity, Jocelyn
Free Methodist, 10th Side Rd. Coffee, tea and friendship at 10:30 am. 
Worship service 11 am.
Island Bible Chapel, Richards Landing. 
Lord’s Supper 10 am, Family Bible Hour 11:15 am.
Grace United, Hilton Beach. 9:30 am.
Harmony St. Marks United, Richards Landing. 11 am. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, at MacLennan Hall, Primary, Priest-
hood, Relief Society.10 - 10:40  
Sunday School 10:50 - 11:30  Sacrament Meeting 11:40 - 12:30

Monday
Walking at the Legion - 9 am to noon
Euchre, Legion Hall - 7:30 pm ($4.00 per person)
Bridge, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm to 4 pm (Open to all seniors) 705 246-0036
Exercise Class, Dr. Trefry Centre - 10 am
Free pool all day in the Legion lounge

Carpet Bowling for 50 Plus, Legion - Refreshments Available - 1 pm
St. Joseph Twp, Public Library - 5 pm to 8 pm
Hilton Union Library - 3 pm to 5 pm & 7 pm to 9 pm 

Tuesday
Cribbage (singles), Legion Hall - 7:30 pm ($4.00 per person)
Free pool all day in the Legion lounge
Quilting - 1-3 pm, Main Floor Waterfront Centre, Hilton Beach  except the 3rd week
held at the Trefry Centre. 705 246-0036
Childcare Algoma C.A.P. Children’s Playgroup - 10 am to noon 
at Free Methodist Church
Yoga, Old Town Hall, RL - 7 to 8:30 pm, drop-ins welcome

Wednesday 
Walking at the Legion - 9 am to noon
Nordic Pole Walking at the Legion - 10 am
Life Labs at the Dr. Trefry Centre - 9:30 to 10:30 am
Free pool in the Legion lounge
Bridge, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm to 5 pm  (Open to all seniors) 705 246-0036
St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 10 am to 3 pm
Food Bank, United Church, Richards Landing (side door) - 1 pm to 3 pm
Children’s Library 9 am - 12 Noon, Storytime at 10:30 am
Hilton Union Public Library - 1 pm to 5 pm - Phone number: 705 255-3520.
League pool in the Legion Lounge at 7:30
Wednesday Food at the Legion 7:30 to 9 pm

Thursday
Dr. Trefry Centre’s Day Out Program - 9 am to 3 pm.
Coffee Connections 9 am, Dr. Trefry Centre, Come for a coffee! 
Children’s Library 9 am - 12 noon, Storytime at 10:30 am, 
After school Program 3:30 pm to 5 pm, 
Free pool all day in the Legion lounge
Exercise Class, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm
The Children’s Library, 10 am - 3 pm, Storytime 10:30 am
St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 3 pm to 8 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON ST. JOE

richwood hair design
DONNA BOND
OWNER/HAIRSTYLIST

705 971-4220
Unit 1, Waterfront Centre

Hilton Beach

Debbie’s Hair Hut
A full service family salon offering

only the finest hair products.
Debbie Shaughnessy - Owner705  246-0457

Andrea S. Young, RMT
REGISTERED MASSAGE

THERAPIST

705 542-2840

88 Barr Road S.
Desbarats

Woody's Automotive
For all your automobile, 

snowmobile & ATV repairs
705 246-8800

Hilton Beach

Classified Ads and Announcements
The Island Clippings is pleased to publish personal Classified Ad-
vertising and Public Service Announcements of 50 words or less,
free of charge to Island residents, as a community service. Other
than personal for sale ads (please limit three items) the announce-
ment must be of value to the community. We reserve the right to
decide if the ad is of service to the community. Please identify
yourself when sending in a classified or your ad will not be pub-
lished.

Ads or announcements for non-residents or items or services, to
be sold for profit, or generate income or events charging an en-
trance fee (which includes “not for profit organizations”) as well
as items valued at over $1,000. will incur a nominal charge of $10.
plus HST. We reserve the right to determine if a fee is required.
We reserve the right to edit down to 50 words or less.

Business or commercial ads, including those placed by individu-
als do not qualify as Classified ad or Public Service Announce-

ments. Such advertising must be via display advertising, governed
by our published rates in effect at that time.
Ads or announcements will appear in one issue, but may be re-
peated, to a maximum of three weeks (space permitting). Adver-
tiser must resubmit ad each week. To ensure space for everyone,
please limit your content to a maximum of 50 words.

Ads can be placed by: Email to: islandclippings@gmail.com 
or by phone 705 246-1635 (from 9 – 5,  Mon-Fri)
or fax 705 246-7060. 
Mail to: Island Clippings
RR1, Hilton Beach, ON  P0R 1G0
Or simply put it in our pick-up box conveniently located at Am-
beault’s. Kent’s Corner & the Hilton Beach Waterfront Centre. 
Sorry, we’re not available on Sundays.


